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PART I. 


Bis — — , 
Original Communications and Special Selections. 
FULTON COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY, ATLANTA, GA. 


Extracts from the Minutes of February 20, 1871. Reported by 
CHARLES Pinckney, A. M., M. D. 


Dr. T. S. Powell reported two cases of cerebro-spinal Meningi 
tis. The first was a white man, aged 19, of sanguine temperament 
and worked at a butcher stall. On the 29th of January, 1871, 
he complained of indisposition, quit work, took a few drinks te 
dissipate his bad feelings, and went home to bed. Next morning 
found him drowsy, with nausea and acute pain in the head 
and spine. He vomited freely. In the evening I was sent for, 
and discovered the patient in a semi-comatose condition. When 
aroused, he complained of the symptoms above enumerated, the: 
pulse being feeble and slow, the skin clammy and eyes congested. 


‘There was some contraction of the posterior muscles of the neck. 


and the medulla oblongata was no doubt seriously involved. The 
patient, as indicated by the pulse and skin, was already on the 
verge of dissolution. I prescribed hydrate of choral and bromide 
of potassium, together with counter-irritants to the spinal column. 
The disease, however, had progressed too far to admit of any hope - 


of arresting it. The treatment palliated, but failed to control, 


and he died about 34 hours after my first visit. 
8 
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The second case was a negro carpenter, aged 28, robust, vigor- 
ous and healthy, but dissipated and irregular in his habits. On 
the nignt of the 3d of January, 1871, he went to bed as well as 
.usual, save that his bowels were constipated. Next morning, he 
complained of chilly sensations, headache and a “‘crick in the 
neck ;”’ pain along the spinal column, soreness of the extremities 
and muscles generally. In the afternoon I was called in and 
found him delirious, with a hot and dry skin, pulse frequent and 
hard, tongue coated white, bowels bound and eyes congested. 
He said that his head hurt him “ all over’ and that his limbs were 
very sore and stiff. His head was drawn backward, which readily 
accounted for the “erick in the neck.’’ I ordered a mustard 
plaster applied to the entire length of the spine, a hot mustard 
foot bath, cold water, in liberal quantity, to the head, and 15 
grs. of Calomel. Six hours after, the mercurial had acted twice 
largely. The pulse had softened, and was less frequent, the skin 
not so warm, and the patient more quiet ; but there was delirium 
still, and some fever. Deeming the remission sufficiently marked 
to warrant the administration of quinine, I. gave 10 grs. of that 
drug, and ordered five more to be given in two hours. Next 
worning he was better, as indicated by an improved condition of 
the pulse and skin. Delirium still persisted to some extent. To- 
wards midday, he had an accession of fever, with increased rest- 
lessness and delirium. I ordered the hot mustard fvot-bath 
repeated, and cold water to the head .as before. By night, the 
fever began to decline, and there was a corresponding abatement 
of delirium. I prescribed : : 

i —Quiniz Sulph. : . ‘ grs, XV. 
Ft. Chart No. 3. 

S. One powder every two hours. during the night. The first 
lose was given at 10 o'clock, P. M. The following morning found 
my patient with skin and pulse much improved and but little fever. 
ITe, however, still complained of soreness about the neck and extrem- 
ities, and gave occasional evidences of delirium. Mustard pedi- 
luvium and spinal counter-irritation were repeated, omittiug qui- 
nine at night. The next day his pulse indicated some febrile 
reaction, in view of which the quinine was resumed at night as 
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before. On the following day he still complained of his neck and 
general soreness, and there was strabismus of one eye, but he had 
no fever. The patient was then put on iodide of potassium, in 
doses of four grains every six hours, under which he improved 
rapidly and was soon restored to health. 

Dr. E. J. Roach remarked that his experience in the treatment 
of Meningitis induced him to believe that the stimulating method 
afforded the best prospect of success. While in charge of Floyd 
House Hospital, at Macon, Georgia, during the late war, the dis- 
ease at one time assailed quite a number of patients under his 
care. On its first appearance, his assistants reported them as 
very unique cases. The patients would complain of debility and 
excessive prostration, followed by rigors, which soon resulted in 
complete opisthotonos. The first cases terminated fatally, and 
so early after the attack that very little, if any, treatment was 
instituted. Adopting the stimulating theory, his assistants were 
requested to administer large doses of brandy, on the first ap- 
pearance of prostration or of the chill, and the result was that 
many recovered. Whenever a patient passed through the chill 
into complete opisthotonos, death invariably ensued. 

Dr, Powell: I would ask, Doctor, what seemed, in your opin- 
ion, to be the cause of the cases which occurred under your obser- 
vation ? 

Dr. Roach: Of that I formed no decided opinion. The pa- 
tients were all from lower Georgia, and had been subjected to 
malarial influence. Miasm may have been the predisposing cause. 
IT observed that the disease was confined to one command, and 
that all of those attacked with cerebro-spinal meningitis had pre- 
viously suffered from intermittent fever. 

Dr. Powell : While stimulants might in many instances, eliminate 
the peculiar poison producing the disease, yet I think it probable 
that quinine would have accomplished much in the class of cases 
mentioned by Dr. Roach. It should be given without regard to 
the condition of the brain, at the first remission of fever, and be 
repeated every day, at the same time, for several days. 


Dr. W. T. Goldsmith said he did not believe in specific med- 
ication. Age, sex, temperament and peculiarities of constitution 
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would impress various forms of the same disease upon different 
persons. The asthenic form of this malady, which was the usual 
one in sporadic cases in the adult, demanded often the employ- 
ment of the lancet. In such he had used it with great benefit. 
Here, too, the iodide of potassium, and mercury, given in large 
doses, frequently repeated, are remedies worthy of the highest 
consideration. He would have the patient stripped and envel- 
oped in blankets wrung out in hot water, and repeat the operation 
as often as necessary, after which counter-irritants should be 
applied to the spinal column. As auxilliary to the treatment, 
chloral hydrate would be useful in allaying excitement and quiet- 
ing the nervous system. Sometimes, meningitis, from the start, 
assumed an asthenic character. In such cases, stimulants, opium, 
chloral would be indicated, and quinine, of course, should marked 
remission occur at any time in the fever. He believed that each 
case, in a measure, demanded a mode of treatment peculiar to 
itself. The secondary fever required no less care and attention, 
as it often proved fatal after the patient had passed safely through 
the alarming ordeal of the primary stage. As to the cause, he 
believed meningitis to be zymotic in its origin—a specific mani- 
festation of blood-poisoning, closely allied to that of puerperal 
fever and erysipelas, assailing the membranes of a vital organ. 
While not an exanthematous disease, yet it frequently assumed 
that form, in an abortive effort, perhaps, to eliminate the poison 
from the blood. In this form it was originally called “spotted 
fever.” 

Dr. Powell: Have you ever seen or heard of a case in which 
the disease assumed the spotted form in this country ? 

Dr. Goldsmith: I have not; neither have I ever seen a case of 
typhoid fever, with marked petechic, in this country, yet it is 
one of the characteristics of the disease in other parts of the 
world. 


Dr. C. Pinckney: Petechiz, in typhoid fever, was of common 
occurrence on the coast of South Carolina in the years 1856, 
1857 and 1858. I have often seen it in that locality. In one 
instance, these spots, instead of subsiding, degenerated into ulcers 
about the neck, chest, back and extremities, some of which were 
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deep and large enough to admit the end cf the finger. The pa- 
tient, an interesting young lady, after months of torture, recover- 
e@ perfectly. Two other cases, of precisely similar character, 
occurred about the same time, in the same family, both of which 
terminated fatally. 

During the winter of 1869, I treated fourteen clearly-marked 
cases of meningitis, one half of which were diagnosed to be cerebro- 
spinal. Eight of these cases recovered. The phenomena pre- 
sented by some of them were very like a paroxysm of pernicious 
intermittent fever; in the others, the development was gradual. 
In all, cephalagia, generally frontal, was a prominent symptom. 
Iam inclined to doubt whether meningitis, as observed in this 
particular locality, can be termed a distinct idiopathic «affection. 
Like the bronchitis of influenza, or la grippe of the French, it is 
probably but a local manifestation of a constitutional malady—a 
symptom incidental to the general disease. In 1869, to which 
my experience of meningitis is confined, its prevalence was syn- 
chronous with epidemic bronchitis, and there is reason to believe 
that both affections were produced by the same special atmospheric 
cause. When it attacked the bronchi, it was called influenza; 
when it inflamed the membranes of the brain and spinal marrow, 
it was called cerebro-spinal meningitis. The meningitis of our 
section is perhaps identical with the epidemics of Great Britain 
and the continent, and the spotted fever of New England in the 
beginning of the present century, modified and mollified, however, 
by local circumstances. The type known to us is less malignant 
in its character—less fatal. However, epidemics, in Atlanta, 
have never, to my knowledge, assumed a very malignant form. I 
believe that this affection results from a toxical condition of the 
blood, and that each case requires its own peculiar treatment. 
What might cure one, would kill another. The therapeutic means 
used to combat meningitis, are various—sometimes antagonistic, 
and even paradoxical.* Some bleed where stimulants are neces- 
sary. My plan is to study each individual case, and strive to 
meet the indications peculiar to it. At the same time, I feel 





*Mercury, in doses large and small, purgatives, counter-irritants, tartar, ice, chlo- 
ral, gelseminum, quiuine--remedies without limit have been brought to bear upon 
this formidable disease. 





The Georgia Medical Companion. 


justified in doing or giving anything which seems to offer a reason- 


able prospect of success. 

Dr. Powell: I agree, to some extent, with Drs. Goldsmith 
and Pinckney, that the disease is the result of a blood-poison, akin 
to that of erysipelas in its effects upon the system; and that when 
it prevails epidemically, it does, in many respects, bear a very close 
resemblance to influenza. I have never seen it epidemic, but have 
met with quite a number of sporadic cases. In a majority of them I 
think I was able to trace the cause to exposure, and to bad or 
unwholesome diet. Though unprepared, just now, to offer an ar- 
gument satisfactory to myself as to the influence of bad diet upon 
the brain and nervous system, yet it is clear that meningitis was 
not so prevalent in the good old days of ‘‘ peace and plenty’ — 
when everybody made his own meat and smoked it—when the 
corn was carefully selected and ‘“nubbed” before being turned 
into meal—when fresh vegetables grew in every garden, and the 
orchards and vineyards teemed with fruit. Now, these articles, 
after being subjected to fermentation, and ina state of semi decay, 
are largely imported by wanton speculators for purposes of home 
consumption. It it a well-known fact that damaged corn will, in 
horses, produce ‘blind staggers’ as a poison acting ultimately upon 
the brain or the animal. According to my observation, there 
have been more cases of nausea, vomiting and vertigo since the 
war than during the preceding twenty years, in the same commu- 
nity, which is due, I have no doubt, in a great measure, to bad 
diet—imported food. A scientific inspector of food for our cities, 
is far more important, in a hygienic point of view, than any board 
of health. The day is not far distant, I trust, when the one will 
supersede the other. 

Dr. Pinckney: There may be much truth in the remarks of 
Dr. Powell, yet there is hardly sufficient data to warrant his wide 
conclusions as to the influence of bad diet in the production of 
the disease under consideration. Blind staggers, in horses, is a 
kind of apoplexy, which may depend upon a variety of causes, 
such as indigestion, constipation, heat, or excessive exercise. It 
not unfiequently occurs without reference to the character of 
ingesta. Now, it will be observed, in the two cases reported by 
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my friend, Dr. Powell, that the first worked at a butcher-stall. 
It is presumable that he had always on hand a full supply of 
sound, wholesome meat, and therefore lived well. Yet that man 
was attacked with meningitis, and died of it in a few hours. The 
second case occurred in the person of a negro carpenter, of dissipa- 
ted habits. The presumption is that he drank a great deal of 
mean whiskey—the vilest form of corn. That man experienced a 
severe attack of meningitis, and notwithstanding his irregular 
habits, recovered. While bad diet is certainly a predisposing 
cause of disease, I am not prepared to believe that it is peculiarly 
inductive of cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

Dr. G. G. Crawford reported a cise of chronic eatarrh of the 
uterus, successfully treated by the injections of permanganate of 
potash in solution. My patient, the mother of two children, had 
been subjected to various modes of treatment, by other physicinis 
who seem to have mistaken her disease for ordinary leucorrhcea, 
Vaginal washes, nitrate of silver to the 0s, and a tannin tampon 
had been used without benefit. This is but one of several cases, 
recently coming under my notice, where catarrh of the womb was 
mistaken for common leucorrhoea, and where vaginal applications 
rather aggravated thin healed the complaint. The instrument 
used by me was an or tinary uterine syringe, with which the liquid 
was gently thrown into the cavity of the womb, allowed to remain 
a few moments, and then re-drawn into the instrument. Having 
used both the nitrate of silver and permanganate of p-tash, I feel 
no hesitation in awarding the palm to the latter remedy, espe- 
cially when the uterine discharge is of a fetid character. In this 
class of cases, its effects are peculiarly happy. In the case here 
reported, iron and Scotch ale were the only general remedics em- 
ployed. The injections were repeated twice a week for two months 
when the patient was discharged, in perfect health, after having 
suffered from the disease for upwards of two years. 





Conpy’s Fiurp as A Dresstne TO Wounps.—Condy’s Fluid is 
quite as good as Carbolic Acid as a dressing to wounds, and is 
much more pleasant. 
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/” BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN AFTER-PAINS. 
BY R. B. ANDERSON, M. D., OF ROSWELL, GA. 


I was called on the 20th of this inst. (January,) at 6 o’clock, 
A. M, to see Mrs. , of this place, in her ‘ith labor. One 
hour and a half after my arrival, she was safely delivered of her 
sixth son. The Placeuta was thrown off in ten minutes after the 
delivery of the child, and as usual with her, she began having the 
severest after-pains I ever witnessed, except in her two former 
labors—one in December, 1868, and the other in December 1869. 
Having then tried several remedies, none of which gave relief, I 
determined to give her a different treatment on this occasion. 

Twenty minutes after the removal of the placenta, I gave her 
opii gr. 1, bromide of potassium gr. xx. In one hour the brom. 
potassium was repeated with one grain of gum camphor, and 
ordered to be given every hour through the day. I called to see 
her at 8 o’clock, P. M., found her doing well—had passed the 
day with much less pain than usual, with her. The dose was 
then reduced to half the quantity. (brom. potass. x grains, cam- 
phor } gr.) to be given every hour; 10 o’clock A. M., the 21st, 
I saw her again—pains rather harder than they had been through 
the night—continued the medicine. Ato P. M., saw her again— 
she had rested better through the day—continued the medicine. 
10 o'clock, A. M., the 22d, quite comfortable—rested well through 
the night—took no medicine after 10 o'clock, at night, until 7 
o'clock, A. M. The 23d I saw her at 8 o’clock, A. M., ordered 
the medicine every three hours. 2 o'clock, P. M. doing well— 
ordered the medicine given at intervals of four hours—saw her on 
the 24th, feeling well. Treatment discontinued—had no further 
trouble. 





CoLic.—From ten to twenty minims of chloroform, combined 
with one or two drachms of comp. tr. of camphor—or acetate mor- 
phine, will be found an excellent combination in relieving the pain 
of colic. 


CuoraL IN Hernta.—Dr. B. W. Richardson thinks choral 
will prove valuable in strangulated hernia, in consequence of its 
producing complete muscular relaxation. 
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CATHETERISM IN THE FEMALE. 
BY ROBERT BATTEY, M. D., OF ROME, GEORGIA. 


There is perhaps no minor operation in the whole catalogue, in 
which expertness in the operator is more highly appreciated by 
the patient, and a blundering awkwardness so seldom forgiven, as 
catheterism in the female. To perform this little office acceptably, 
two things are necessary. 1st—A full acquaintance with the 
anatomy of the parts to be operated upon; and secondly, an ed- 
ucated sense of touch, which will enable the practitioner to de- 
termine definitely the structure with which it comes in contact, 
without resorting to that most humiliating expedient—aiding the 
hand by the use of the eye. A convenient and successful mode 
of accomplishing the service, is the following : 

The operator, having washed his hands, whether clean or oth- 
erwise, by way of assurance to the patient upon this point, as 
also to soften them, and render the sense of touch more acute, 
takes his positon in a chair to the left of the patient, who should 
be upon ber back, conveniently near to the edge of the bed. He 
now anoints the catheter*with oil or lard, using the index finger 
of the left hand, holding the instrument in his right, between the 
thumb and middle finger, with the end of the index closing the 
mouth of the. catheter—-raising the cover a little, he passes both 
hands under it, the left to the vulva, beneath the flexed thigh of 
the patient, the right to the symphysis pubis. Introducing the 
left index into the vagina, with its palp upon the urethra, he 
draws the point of the finger along the under surface of the canal, 
until it drops off at the end—the meatus u inurius, which he thus 
locates definitely in his mind—now passing the finger back into 
the vagina, and resting it upon the whole length of the urethra, 
he places the point of the catheter against the finger as a guide, 
slides it down gently into the meatus, and through the urethra 
into the bladder, fully sensible the while, of the correctness of 
the mancevre, by the impression made upon the finger in the 
vagina. If the first attempt should be unsuccessful he withdraws 
the instrument and tries again; using more care to keep the 
pointin the median line. In this and other manifestations in and 
about the vagina, the sense of touch may be greatly aided by 
closing the eyes, and concentrating the mind fully upon the busi- 
ness in hand. : 

Ifa small vessel, as a cup or bowl, be used for receiving the 
urine, it should be held with the finger, dipping down a little into 
it, that it may be known when it is nearly full. and to be emptied. 
A more readily obtainable, and perhaps preferable recipient, is a 
porter or wine bottle, which should be surrounded by a napkin, 
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and emptied when thought to be half full. A much neater and 
more convenient apparatus used by the writer, consists of a 
piece, say three or four feet long, of elastic tube, of goose-quill 
size, adjusted over the mouth of the catheter before its introduc- 
tion, allowing the free extremity to hang over the side of the bed, 
and dip into the usual chamber vessel always at hand. It will 
be evident, that the elastic tube forms a syphon which rapidly 
empties the bladder; and when the catheter is removed it empties 
itself perfectly into the vessel, without danger of sviling either 
the person or bedding of the patient; and, also, that it obviates 
all necessity for any special receptacle for the urine, as well as 
any special dressing to protect the bed. Happily the ease and 
convenience with which the apparatus is cleansed, removes all 
objections under this head. After washing the hands with soap, 
raise the tube over the basin and let it gradually down into the 
water, catheter foremost. When quite filled with water, close the 
free end of the tube with the finger, and hang it over the edge of 
the vessel. Our syphon is again in action, and will continue to 
discharge fresh portions of clean water so long as we may choose 
to add it—until all doubt as to the entire cleanliness of the tube 
is removed. 

The catheter should never be roughly introduced or withdrawn 
—no amount of force is required in either case—gentleness and 
patience will always be more successful. In removing the instru- 
ment, if difficulty be encountered, rotate the catheter a little, 
and make a steady but very gentle traction upon it; engage the 
patient in conversation; try to draw her mind off from the cathe- 
ter to some more pleasing subject, at the same time quieting her 
apprehensions as to your ability to remove it when you see proper. 
If all other means fail, allow it to remain until the urine has accu- 
mulated and partially distended the bladder—when it is probable 
the removal will be easily effected. 

If the patient be hysterical, it is desirable that we should not 
resort to the catheter, if to be avoided, lest we thereby subject 
ourselves to the necessity of repeating the operation twice daily, 
for many days. When indispensable in these cases, and in oth- 
ers, where the bladder is greatly distended, it is well that the 
catheter be of such size as to fill completely the urethral canal, 
for it occasionally happens with a small instrument, the sphincter 
suddenly gives way and the bed is flooded with urine, which es- 
capes more rapidly around the catheter than through it, often 
leaving upon the mind of our patient, in her disgust, the impres- 
sion, that she is indebted for the accident to carelessness in re- 
ceiving the discharge. 

The above, which was published a few years since, contains, 
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upon a not unimportant subject, very valuable information to the 
practitioner—especially to one just embarking in the practice. 
There are points in the article which willstrike every reader as 
eminently practical; and the matter, as well.as style, shows the 
Doctor to be not only an excellent manipulator, but a clear rea- 
soner and comprehensive writer. | 





REMARKS ON LEUCORRHGA. 
BY DR. JAS. L. BROWN, OF NEW YORK. 


Mrs. M., wt. 31; has five children, youngest 9 years old. For 
three years has had a pain in the back, and irritation of the blad- 
dev, with constant discharge from the vagina. This discharge 
was watery and offensive, and sometimes tinged with blood. Upon 
any exertion this runs from the patient in a stream. Has not men- 
struated in three years. 

Dr. Brown said the history of the case was exactly what would 
lead us to suspect epithelioma; but on making a vaginal exami- 
nation the cervix is found to be normal. Flowing from the os 
was a stream of pus. On introduction of the sound the patient 
complained of pain in the fundus. The intra-uterine measure- 
ment was 2} inches. The diagnosis of the case is corporeal en- 
dometritis, the first of the kind that has been presented to the 
class this season. 

Dr. B. said that he would take for his text leucorrhoea, a symp- 
tom the most common of all diseases of women, and would con- 
sider this symptom as a disease. 

There are three main sources of it: vaginitis, cervical and cor- 
poreal endometritis ; but it is also derived from every form of 
uterine derangement, malposition, out-growths, ete. 

The question often arises how much of a discharge constitutes 
leucorrhcea? This has been settled conventionally, by deciding 
it to be such when the linen is soiled by it. 

The diagnosis of cervical from corporeal endometritis is exceed- 
ingly difficult, but when a limpid slimy mucous is discovered 
coming from the os, endocervicitis in all probability exists. And 
when the discharge is opaque and thick, or even purulent, we sus- 
pect endometritis. 

Inflammation of the cervix offers the best hope of cure; three 
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or four months sufficing. The prognosis of endometritis, on the 
other hand, is by no means so favorable. Scanzoni states that 
he has never cured a single case of chronic leucorrhea. 

Treatment.—Inasmuch as leucorrheea is a symptom of debility, 
tonics are especially indicated. 

Plain water injections morning and evening are of service. Half 
a gallon to be used at a time. If there appears to be endocervici- 
tis, a solution of nitrate of silver (xxx gr. 3i.) may be applied 
once a week. I have found this to be more satisfactory than any- 
thing else. 

In respect to the case before us, there is very little hope of 
curing her completely. 

First—Tonies will be ordered ; a piece of cotton will be satura- 
ted with the solution of nitrate of silver, and introduced into the 
cavity of the uterus, and within twenty-four hours the organ will 
have expelled it. 

Gynecologists, in this city, are at present discussing the use of 
intra-uterine injections. The majority are much opposed to them, 
many thinking that they have frequently caused the death of 
patients.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 





APPLICATION OF PRESSURE TO THE UTERUS IN 
CASES OF LINGERING LABOUR. 


Von Ritgen, in 1856, suggested the employment of external 
pressure on : the uterus as an adjuvant i in cases of powerless labour, 
and the suggestion was put into practice by Kristellar, in 1367, 
and he published a number of cases in which he had advantage- 
ou-ly resorted to it. 

Dr. W. S. Playfair in an instructive article (Lance‘, Oct. 1, 
1870,) observes “It is certain the advantages to be derived 
from external pressure are not yet widely known or recognized ; 
and as I have now received very material assistance from it in 
many cases of lingering and powerless labour, I believe it may 
not be without interest to state briefly the result of my experi- 
ence on this point, especially as I do not know of any published 
cases in this country in which its use has been described. 

“‘ The class of cases in which external pressure is likely to 
prove serviceable is of very frequent occurrence, viz., in which 
the presentation is natural, and the pelvis roomy, but in which 
delivery is retarded simply from deficiency or absence of uterine 
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contraction. These are the cases in which resort to the forceps 
js so often essential, in which the head has passed well into the 
pelvis, possibly descended as low as the perineum, and in which 
app«rently but one or two good pains are required to complete 
the delivery. 

‘Firm pressure, applied under such circumstances, may act in 
two ways: First and most commonly, it may merely stimulate 
the sluggish uterus to increased exertion, just as firm pressure 
after delivery will cause a relaxed uterus to contract. In this 
way, pains that are feeble and ineffective may be rendered strong 
and useful, and a natural termination may result when artificial 
assistance might otherwise be required. I have of late been fre- 
quently in the habit of thus stimulating the uterus, and I feel 
certain that I have in many instances greatly shortened the pro- 
gress of a labour that threatened to be long and tedious. It is, 
inde, often curious to observe how rapidly the pains increase 
in force and duration; under the stimulation of gentle and 
steady pressure at the commencement of each pain.” * * * 
‘‘T need hardly add, by way of caution, that gentle but firm 
pressure in a proper direction is to be used and that all rough 
handling of the uterus is to be avoided. The pressure can be 
most readily applied with the patient lying on her back, but this 
is by no means essential, and I have constantly used it in the 
ordinary position on the side, and without disturbing the patient. 
—Am. Jour. of Med. Sciences. 





TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA. 
BY J. T. COSTEN, M. D, OF NEWTON, MD. 


During the past year we have had prevailing in our town, and. 
over a great portion of the county, an epidemic of diphtheria of a 
malignant character. 

The treatment given in books on that subject appeared to have 
no control over it whatever. Indeed I think the medicine that is 
most popular, muriated tincture of iron, has a bad effect; all of 
those who could express their feelings, said they felt worse after 
taking it. 

After spending some time trying such medicines as had been 
recommended -by others, and finding their effect was not that de- 
sired, and seeing that the membrane was the cause of death in 
every case, I resolved to find, if possible, a medical agent that 
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would destroy it, believing that it would also neutralize it in its 
circulation, and thereby check its formation. I took some mem- 
brane from the throats of my patients, and subjected it to the 
action of all the medicines that I had reason to believe would 
affect it. I tried the acids, which only made it harder ; not- 
withstanding I have seen it stated that lactic acid would dissolve 
it. I then tried the alkalies and other medicines. Bicarbonate 
of soda and liquor potassxe being the only ones that had the de- 
sired effects. Bicarbonate of soda in concentrated solution dis- 
solves it slowly, liquor” potassz as soon as it comes in contact. 

I at first gave the bicarbonate of soda in very large doses as an 
internal remedy, at the same time using the potassa diluted as a 
local application to the membrane. I found that the potassa 
would clean the throat of the membrane; but the soda would not 
check its formation. I then gave the potassa internally, to adults 
in doses of twenty drops, largely diluted, every three hours, until 
the disease begins to decline, which it has never failed to do with- 
in twenty-four hours ; then I diminish the dose, and I have never 
seen any bad effects from it. 

I have discontinued using it as a local application. The mem- 
brane ceases to increase as soon as the system becomes affected 
by the medicine, and wi.l, in a few days become detached. Iam 
so well pleased with the action of this medicine, that I think it 
will prove to be a specific. I hope those having the disease to 
treat, will give it a fair trial. 





TREATMENT OF APHTH. 
BY EUSTICE SMITH, M. D. 


Dr. Smith recommends, if aphthe form, that attention be pail 
to cleanliness. A powder of rhubarb and jalap, with a grain of 
hydrargyrum cum creta, should be given to evacuate the bowels ; 
after which the following mixture should be prescribed : 

i ——Potass. chloratis, . ‘ . Dij. 
Syrupi simpl., . ‘ , = ss. 


Aque ad > ‘ 

S. 3 ij. quarta quaque hora. 

This must not be diluted. When attacks of acute indigestion 
come on in infants, with hot skin, furred tongue, thirst, vomiting 
and diarrhoea, accompanied by griping pain, all food must be 


= iij. M. 
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stopped, and nothing allowed but cold barley-water. The stomach 
should be relieved by an emetic of ipecacuanha, after the action 
of which a purgative of rhubarb and magnesia should be given to 
clear out irritating matters from the bowels. A mixture of chalk 
and catechu, with aromatic confection, can then be given, or the 
following : 
ii —Bismuthi nitratis, 

Pulv. crete aromat. 

Syrupi, 

Mucilag. tragacanth, , ss 
Aque ad . ‘ ‘ 5 i} 


Ge 
nD 
. 


concn Gl 


} ter die. 

If the diarrhoea continues after the tongue has become clean, 
half a drop of laudanum can be added to each dose of either of 
these mixtures, or small doses of sulphuric acid may be given 
with opium. 

Rk} —Acidi sulphurici aromat., —. , 5 ss. 
Tinct. opii, . ‘ , P mvj. 
Syrupi, . ‘ . ‘ = ss. 
Aque carui, ad. ‘ : : = iij. ter die. 

When the irritability of the stomach has subsided, milk and 
lime-water may be given, but with caution, lest the vomiting re- 
turn.—Half Yearly Abstract. 





DIET OF PARTURIENT WOMEN. 


Dr. Hugh Miller calls attention to the very vague instructions 
given by obstetric writers on this subject. Particulars of a case 
were given, in which careful nourishing diet given during utero- 
gestation enabled the patient in her last confinement to escape 
suffering from uterine inertia. From an examination into the 
physiology of the changes inthe uterus and breast, Dr. Miller 
believed that the fat-cells existing in abundance in the milk du- 
ring the first few weeks were due to the changes in the womb 
after parturition; that the disintegrating uterus was broken up 
into fat-cells, which were absorbed by the blood, and through the 
circulation were secreted by the mammary glands, Hence a heat- 
forming diet was neither necessary nor was indicated, and at 
times might be positively injurious; whereas a flesh-forming diet 
by maintaining the strength, enabled the woman to make up for 
the waste of tissue during labour, gave her support, and main- 
tained the vigor of her body while the further changes were going 
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on. The author had found great benefit through selecting the 
parturient woman’s diet from as nearly as possible the kind of 
food which she was in the daily habit of taking, giving it in a 
liquid form and in diminished quantity. The advantages in adopt- 
ing a nourishing diet to the mother he believed to be: 1. Main- 
taining her muscular strength. 2. Avoiding irritation to the 
mammary glands and enabling her to suckle sooner. 38. Securing 
a quicker and better recovery. 

Dr. Robert Barnes says that he has noticed great mischief 
brought about by giving nutritious diet too soon after parturition. 
He did not say that such diet was not necessary; but there was a 
prevalent tendency to go too far, and to load the stomach before 
the patient was able to bear it. The system after parturition re- 
quired repose, and that in consequence of the changes that took 
place little food was at first required. It was not desirable to 
give stimulants at all, and certainly not solid food.—British Med. 
Journal, Oct. 1, 1874. 





BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM TO PREVENT THE NAUSEA 
FOLLOWING THE USE OF OPIUM. 
BY J. Y. DALE, M. D., OF LEMONT, PA. 


In May, 1870, I was called to see an old lady who was suffer- 
ing with lumbago. The pain was excruciating, and the least at- 
tempt at movement caused intense agony. Not having my hypo- 
dermic syringe with me, I gave her the third of a grain cf 
morphia by the stomach. She recognized the medicine by its 
taste, and said that the sickness it caused was almost as bad as 
the pain; for on several previous occasions she had taken mor- 
phia, and each time the nausea was very severe, and continued 
for a week. I prescribed smaller doses to be given at intervals 
during the night, if necessary, in connection with other treat- 
ment, and on my return next morning, found the pain much mit- 
igated. She begged for something to prevent the nausea, and I 
could think of nothing that would be so likely to have this effect 
as bromide of potassium; so by way of testing its virtues in this 
respect, I prescribed ten grains to be taken every three hours, 
with directions to continue the morphia in one-eighth of a grain 
doses if the pain were severe enough to require it. Convalesence 
was rapid; in two days my patient was able to walk, and not a 
single unpleasant symptom manifested itself. Ihave since used 
the bromide where there was the same idiosyncrasy in regard to 
‘opium, with similar good results. 
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PART II... 
Abridged Extracts and Gleanings from our Exchang es 
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THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF CHLORIDE OF AMMONIUM.—Dr. Wil- 
liam Cholmeley states (Transact. St. Andrews Med. Grad. Asso. ) 
that during the last fifteen years he has been in the habit of 
employing this medicine in cases in which he deemed it appro- 
priate, and among them are: 1. Some forms of neuralgia of the 
fifth pair, especially those occurring in women beyond twenty 
years of age, whose strength has been overstrained by rapid 
child-bearing, prolonged suckling, anxiety, want or overwork. In 
doses of fifteen to twenty grains, given three times a day, the 
pain, which is usually ofa dull, aching character and intermittent, 
is quickly relieved, and ferruginous tonics may then be prescribed. 
2. [In some cases of more genuine tic-dolouroux, and in hem?- 
crania, it is invaluable. 3. Nervous headache, such as occurs in 
some patients after any violent emotion or strain of the nervous 
system, is readily amenable to the same doses mingled with chlo- 
ric ether. 4. It is serviceable also in cases of myalgia, such :s 
affects those whose work requires long maintenance of one posi- 
tion. 5. Insciatica, given in the same doses, in every four or 
six hours. 6. In lumbago. 7. In the painful sequels of rheu- 
matic fever, and states analogous to this affecting men who are 
overworked. 8. Dr. Cholmeley considers it finally to have a 
powerful emmenagogue influence in cases of amenorrhea occur-. 
ring in delicate and nervous girls and women, especially when 
this has occurred after exposure to cold and wet. In such cases. 
it may be advantageously combined with the perchloride of iron. 
It is also beneficial in cases of dysmenorrhcea occurring in highly 
nervous or rheumatic patients, and in the various ailments that 
accompany the change of life in women.—TZhe American Prac- 
titioner. 


MANAGEMENT OF THE PERINEUMIN LazBor.—Dr. Goodel, Clin- 
ical Lecturer on Diseases of Women and Children in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, treats of this subject _ historically, 
with reference to authorities as to clinical experience, and on 
scientific grounds. Some of the highest authorities on the conti- 
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nent anl in Great Britain condemn supporting the perineum. 
Pri fessor Taylor, of Bellevue, states that as many lacerations 
occur in the practice of those who support the perineum as in that 
uf those who do not. Both experience, negative and positive, 
and reason unite in denying this supposed duty of the accoucheur. 
[t may be mischievous too by impairing the vitality of the peri- 
neum, the pressure of the hand preventing the free circulation of 
blood; or the expulsive pains may be increased by reflex irritation 
at the very time when it is desirable they should be curbed, lest 
too rapid delivery before adequate dilatation of the vulval orifice 
should occur. ‘The vast majority of natural labors require no 
assistance whatever, provided frequent touching has not taken 
place. Whenever it seems proper to aid nature, insert one or 
two fingers of the left hand into the rectum, the woman lying on 
her left side, with her knees well drawn up and separated by a 
pillow, and hook up and pull forward the sphincter ani toward 
the pubis. ‘The thumb of the same hand is to be placed upon 
the fetal head, scrupulously avoiding all contact with the four- 
chette. The right hand assists the thumb in making the head 
hug the pubis, or in retarding its advance. After a pain it press- 
es back the head from the perineum, and thus represses reflex 
uterine action; it restrains the movements of the woman; it 
pushes up the corrugated scalp, so that no folds shall remain 
beneath the sharp edge of the perineum to increase the cireum- 
ference of the child’s head ; finally it supports the emerging head 
and body, causing them to describe the curve of Carus. ° 

Where forceps are used in order to avoid rupture of the peri- 
neum, as soon as this part is well distended the instrument is 
removed—unless this removal requires a force which might acce]- 
erate delivery—and labor left to terminate unassisted, or the head 
enucleated as previously mentioned. 

Incision of a rigid perineum is not necessary, except the rigid- 
ity be caused by extensive cicatrices from burns, sloughs, abscess- 
es, etc. In case rupture occurs, introduce metallic sutures at 
once; use the catheter for a fewdays, and the rent readily closes. 
All greasy substances applied to the maternal passages for the 
purpose of promoting dilatation are mischievous.— Zhe American 
Practitioner. 


Locat Use or Carpotic Acip IN PULMONARY CoNSUMPTION 
AND Dipruerta.—Dr. Rothe writes (Berliner klinische Wochens- 
chrift) that he has obtained highly beneficial effects from inhala- 
tions of carbolic acid in cases of pulmonary tuberculosis. The 
following is the formula in which he uses the carbolic acid: 
‘* Crystallized carbolic acid and spirits of wine, aa 1 to 2 parts ; 
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distilled water, 5 parts; tincture of iodine, 1 part. Mix. S. 10, 15, 
or 20 drops to 80 parts of water. To be inhaled.”’ The iodine is 
added merely to lessen the unpleasant smell of the carbolic acid. 
Dr. R. uses the same formula, but not by inhalation, in diptheria. 
Ile makes direct application of the solution to the diseased parts by 
means of a mop or hair pencil. The patient uses at the same time 
10 or 15 drups of the mixture to a tumbler of water. Dr. R. gives 
the following as a summary of his experience of the inhalation in 
pulmonary phthisis: 1. ‘‘ The earlier in the disease the less will be 
the extent of the ulcerated surface, and the more nearly will it 
approach in character to that of a local lesion, and the greater 
the prospect of a successful result. 2. The inhalations may be 
repeated from four to six times daily for months. They should 
never he employed to the exclusion of such remedies as may be 
called for by any of the occurring symptoms. 3. The presence of 
fever and dyspnoea does not forbid the use of the inhalations ; 
but when from sudden exposure to cold there ensues a catarrhal 
irritation of the entire extent of bronchial mucous membrane, it 
would seem that but little benefit is to be expected from the in- 
halations. 4. Hemoptysis will with the greatest promptness be 
arrested by the inhalation of the chloride of iron; still it is nov 
improbable but that the inhalation of carbolic acid will act in 
such cases as a styptic: we know that creosote has been long 
employed as such in epistaxis. 5. The pertinacity with which 
the smell from the fumes of carbolic acid continues to pervade the 
atmosphere of closed apartments renders the breathing of such 
atmosphere beneficial in cases of diseased lungs. It is possible 
that in persons predisposed to pulmonary consumption, occupying 
an apartment filled with a similar atmosphere, the disease may 
be prevented. 6. The occurrence of bad symptoms is not to be- 
come the cause of despair.— The American Practitioner. 


CHLORAL IN ASrHMATIC BRoncuItIs.—Dr. Caspar Morris said : 
—I was recently in attendance upon a lady who suffers from fre- 
quently recurring attacks of bronchitis, with asthma. The skin 
was hot, the frequency and difficulty of respiration very great, 
the rales loud and musical, and the secretion very profuse, so 
that the mucus could be poured from the cup in an abundant, 
ropy stream. My attention had been arrested by the account, 
recently published, of the hydrate of chloral, and as she had not 
been relieved by any remedy which I had previously tried, ex- 
cept to a slight degree by chloric ether, it occurred to me that 
the chloral might be of service. I ordered five grains in one fluid 
drachm of the syrup of lactucarium of Aubergier, to be repeated in 
two hours if required. The two doses afforded entire relief; and 
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she has found great comfort since from a single dose at bedtime, 
a good night’s “rest being secured by it. I mention it as a valu- 
able aid in the treatment of this intracticable and distressing 
disease.— Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadel- 
phia. 


SupcutTaNngEovs InJecTION oF Bubo.—Dr. Wertheim, attached 
to the syphilitic and skin department of the Rudolph Hospital, 
Vienna, states that he has given up all attempts at dispersing 
buboes by causing their absorption, and now treats them by a 
simple and efficacious procedure—subcutaneous injection. A so- 
lution of vaiious substances, as morphia, camphor, sulphate of 
copper, &c., may be used as circumstances require, muriate of 
morphia (gr. iv. aque dr. ij.) being that which is usually pref- 
erable. The ripe abscess is punctured by means of a thick nee- 
dle, or the tube of a strong Pravaz syringe ; after most of the pus 
has been gently pressed out, the injection of eight or ten drops of 
the solution is practiced, the patient being taught himself to emp- 
ty every three hours the fluid that may heve collected. The in- 
jection is at first repeated daily, and after at longer intervals. 
‘Although not essential, it is better for the patient to keep in bed. 


The advantages of the method are that the pain in the abscess 
almost immediately ceases, and the other inflammatory symptoms 
steadily diminish; the thickened pus is gradually transformed 
into a thinner and thinner exudation, gradually decreasing in 
quantity, and in three or four weeks it ceases entirely, and 1 

cicatrix remains. The secretion of pus is confined to the au, 
and the surrounding induration gradually diminishes.—Laneet. 


TREATMENT OF CHILBLAINS.—Mr. Fergus calls attention to 
the salve of sulphurous acid in the treatment of this affection. 
It should be applied either with a camel hair-brush, or better, by 
means of a spray-producer. One application by the latter meth- 
od usually affects a cure. The acid should be used pure, and he 
finds Clark’s spray-producer the best when both hands are free ; 
Richardson’s when only one is so. A good wash for hands or 
feet affected with chilblains is sulphurous acid three parts, gly- 
cerine one part, and water one part. The acid is particularly 
useful in the irritating, tormenting stage of chilblains.—Lancet, 
Nov. 2, 1870—Pr ractitioner, Jan. 1871. 


Mrasmatic Hematurta.—Dr. John W. Peavy, of Barton, 
Miss., communicates the following: “ I have found this very 
troublesome affection yield I think more rapidly under the use of 
nitro-muriatic acid, morphine, and quinine than to any other 
means. Ina few cases small, but very small, doses of calomel 
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may be required. I think I have seen the chlorate of potash act 
well, when largely diluted, as a depurator.”’—<American Prac- 


tittoner. 


TREATMENT OF INFANTILE DrarrnEA.—Dr. R. W. Foss 
recommends the powder or mucilage of gum arabic, one part to 
three of water, in the diarrhea of infants. He adds a quarter of 
a grain of eray-powder to five grains of the powdered gum for 
cases in which the stools are green, or pure fluid and involunta- 


ry.—Lbid. 


Croton Orn IN ScarLATINAL Dropsy.—Dr. Liddell states 
that in cases of dropsy following scarlet fever he has obtained 
highly satisfactory results from one eighth to a quarter of a drop of 
croton oil, repeated every two hours until free purgation is proda- 
ced. He administers it daily until the dropsical symptoms sub- 
side.—Lbid. 


IxprAN Hemp in MENORRHAGIA AND DysMENoRRHEA.—Dr. 
Silver (in the Medical Times and Gazette.) recommends twenty- 
five minim doses of the tincture of Indian hemp in these affections. 
The remedy is especially adapted to the functional variety of 
these diseases.—Lbid. 


Briiovus Co1sc.—The great point is to relieve the spasms, and 
prevent its occurrence ; this should be accomplished as quickly as 
possible. After it is stopped, a dose of castor oil should be taken, 
so that the bowels may be cleansed. Hot fomentations may be 
applied to the bowels during the attack. ‘The following remedy 
may be given at once, with the utmost confidence that it will im- 
mediately cure this complaint in from five to thirty minutes. Try 
it and you will be convinced of its specific powers in curing bil- 
ious and all colies: 


n 
n 
. 


Izy —Gum myrrh, powdered, 
Capsicum, ‘ . 
Caustic Potash, . ‘ 
Camphor, F ; vi. 

French Brandy, . : ‘ ] qt. 

Mix and shake well. 

Dose—Half to one teaspoonful in a gill of hot water, for adults. 
Give every thirty minutes till well. Afterward a slight cathartic 
should be taken to move the bowels gently, often taking some for 
three or four days until the parts are well. I have never known 
this remedy to fail in effecting a cnre, and I have used it private- 
ly for many years. In conclusion, I beg the reader not to cast 
away the above remedy, but to rely on it with the utmost con- 
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fidence that it will effect the purpose desired.—Eelectie Medical 
Journal. 


H 2vorruorps.—T he following local application is valued high- 
ly by Dr. A. E. Hull, of New York in this affection. 

Rk. Manna, 3iij. Dissolve in boiling water, q. s., so that it 
will be about the consistence of thick cream upon cooling; add 
sulphur, iss, to this, previously triturated in a mortar with 
mercury, q. 8., to give the sulphur the color of gunpowder. The 
manna should be mixed with the sulphur; add rhei pulvis, q. s., 
to make mass, and divide into balls about the size of rifle bullets. 
Set away to harden, after being rolled in rhei pulvis. One of the 
balls, dipped in olive oil, may be introduced up the rectum every 
other night, as the case may be.—Drug Circular and Chemical 
Gazette. 


Nux Vomica IN THE Dysprpsia oF HypocnonpriAcs.—En 
Fait de Therapeutique.—There are, as always, one or two items 
or suggestions worthy of being placed in the budget. Prof. Tras- 
tour, of Nantes, has occasion to highly praise the employment of 
nux vomica in all forms of atonic dyspepsia, and especially as a 
relief for the painful digestions so common among the hypocon- 
driacs. His theory is based upon the two facts, that nux vomica 
stimulates and regulates the activity of the spinal cord, especially 
in regard to its reflex action, and that the integrity of the func- 
tions of the grard sympathetic is subordinated to the regular 
accomplishment of the functions of this part of the nervous sys- 
tem. 

The following is a useful formula :— 

R—Pulv. nux vom. . ‘ 1—4 grammes. 
Pulv. cassize lignes ‘ : 2 4 
Carb. cale. or carb, mag. . 2 “ 
M.—ft. pulv. 20. 

One powder at the beginning of each meal, in unfermented 
bread. 

M. Trastour, like many of his confreres, prefers nux vomica to 
the salts of strychnine, both on account of its innocuousness and 


its efficacy in dyspepsias.—Med. Record. 


NITRATE OF SILVER FOR OBsTINATE Heapacuz.—Dr. Vignard 
recommends nitrate of silver, in large doses, as an efficient treat- 
ment for obstinate headache. 

He describes the case of a female who had suffered under this 
painful affection for more than a month, and who had been un- 
successfully treated with opiates, but who recovered perfectly after 
a few doses of this remedy. He believes it to be most useful in 
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anemic cases. It was prescribed as follows: Nitrate of silver. 
one grain and a half; bread, quant. suff. Divide into six pills— 
one to be taken every hour.— Kd. Med. Journ. 


Treatment of Uterine Catarrh by Internal Application ef carbol- 
ic Acid.——By W. Playfair, M. D., Physician to’ King’s College 
Hospital. In a large proportion of old standing cases of uterine 
catarrh it is hopeless to effect a permanent cure by any means 
which do not act directly on the seat of the disease, which is the 
lining membrane of the cavity of the uterus and cervical canal 
beyond the external os, accompanied, of course, with secondary 
morbid states of the body of the uterus and cervix, such as hy- 
pertrophy, congestion, &c. Rest, applications to the exterior of 
the cervix, and general treatment will unquestionably cause « 
temporary improvement, but on a recurrence to the old habits of 
life all the old symptoms return. There are serious objections to 
intra-uterine injections, unless the os is first dilated with lamina- 
ria tents, as they are apt to bring on severe uterine colics. By 
means of fine probes of whalebone or flexible metal, round which 
a thin film of fine cotton wool is wrapped, alterative applications 
can readily be made to the interior of the uterus, without pain or 
danger. In the very numerous cases in which this plan of treat- 
ment has been carried out, in no single instance has anything but 
the greatest benefit accrued. It is no doubt advisable to select 
the cases judiciously, and where there is much uterine tenderness. 
intra-uterine treatment should be postponed until this has been 
diminished by rest, leeching, &c.; but with proper precautions. 
the treatment is perfectly safe. A concentrated solution of car- 
bolic acid, eighty parts to twenty of water, is used; and it acts so 
well that for a long time nothing else has been employed. After 
the first application the discharge is sometimos increased, but af- 
ter the second or third it is generally greatly diminished, and a 
single application is often sufficient to cure superficial erosions of 
the cervix. As a rule, there is no difficulty in passing the probes, 
as in true uterine catarrh the os is invariably patulous. As the 
case improves the patulous state of the os diminishes, and this is 
found to be one of the most certain signs of improvement.—Med- 
wal News and Library. 


BELLADONNA has been highly recommended in incontinence of 
uring, and especially in that form which proves so troublesome to 
children. The powder or extract administered in small doses, 
two or three times a day, for a few weeks, will often be found 
ent.rely successful. In nervous cough, spasmodic dyspnoea and 
hiccup, this remedy is often found servicable. 
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SamBpucus CANADENSIS IN ALBUMINURIA.—A number of 
eases given by Dr. R. Macnut, of Marshall, Mo., in the Am. 
Jour. of Med. Sciences, show conclusively the therapeutic value 
of this remedy in albuminuria. The inner bark of the common elder 
is to be steeped in hard cider, and used in ounce doses, three or 
four times daily. The improvement in a few days was quite 
marked, and recovery in all the cases has been complete.-—Am. 
Jour. of Med. Sciences. 


Dr. Metraver’s Aperient Solution, which he highly prizes, 
is as follows : 
ki —Aloes Socat, : = iiss. 
SupersCarb, Suda, = vi. 
Water, : Oiv. 
Spirit Lavend. Comp. . . £ eth 
Digest 14 days and filter. Age improves the quality and taste. 
It is used in weak digestion, with costive habits, dyspepsia, «ce. 
He says all who try it, never fail to like it. We know it to be 
gool—and if we did not, from the character of Dr. Mettauer, we 
could recommend it. 


THe Trxct. oF GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS IN INCONTINENCE 
or Urtne.—Some have used it with great success in doses of from 
five to ten drops, three or four times a day, when belladonna and 
other remedies had failed. 


. . 


NITRATE OF SILVER IN THE Vomirtinc oF PrReanancy.—In 
many cases the following pill is found very useful: Arg. nit. gr iv 
oii gr. viii. in pill xvi. Give one pill per day. 


PRESCRIPTION FOR OPHTHALMIA GRANULAR LIDS.—]}. Tannin 
® parts, distilled water, 20. Dissolve and add ten of gum arabic, 
und strain. This is a most valuable application in granular lids 
and other affections of the eye. In chronic varicose opthalmia, 
one to three drops of creosote to one ounce of water, makes a val- 
uable collyrium, dropped into the eye several times daily. 


ArsENIC IN UTERINE Arrections.—Dr. Lacock thinks highly 
of arsenic in this class of diseases. In menorrbagia, leacorrhoca, 
uterine hemorrhage, threatened abortion, and after delivery, Dr. 
A. Burns speaks of arsenic as a most reliable remedy. In leu- 
corrhoea, he gives five drops of Fowler’s solution, three times a 
day, until a cure is effected —Med. Gazette. 


Porass® Cntoras.—At the Rudrep Hospital, Vienna, this 
remedy has been used by enema in cases of dysentery, with ex- 
cellent results ; blood ceases to appear in the dejections after the 
first clysta. They used potass. chloras, Di. ad. Aquee distil. 3 ij. 
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Wnuooptna-CouGH TREATED BY CiorAL.—Dr. A. Ferrand, af- 
ter failing with other remedies, has used choral successfully in 
whooping: -cough, which he gave in syrup in the proportion of 2 
grammes to 150 of syrup. The first three days he gave 2 spoons- 
ful—each spoonful having 25 centigrammes of choral—each eve- 
ning. After this, three spoonfals were prescribed and regularly 
given. Recovery was speedy.— Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Burns and Scatps.—Dr. 8. B. Judkin dissolves white lead in 
flax-seed oil, to the consistency of milk, and applies over the en- 
tire burn or scald every five minutes. It gives relief soon and 
permanently.—Jour. Materia Medica. 


BromipE or Porasstum IN DysmMENoRRH@A.—The following 

prescription has given good results in dysmenorrhea 
Rk —Bromid, potass, 4 . ; : il. 
Aquie pure ‘ ; ‘ f, Sy. M. 

S. A teaspoonful in water, an hour after each meal. 

The patient should commence its use two or three days before 
the expected time, and continue it until the amount prescribed 
above is used—repeating the same at each subsequent period so 
long as it may be needed. 


Cac 


TREATMENT Sycosis.—Mr. Stewart employs successfully, in 
every case of sycosis, a simple solution of nitrate of potash. A 
salurated, watery solutfon, should be applied, three or four times 
daily over the pustules and the whole diseased surface. If the 
pain caused by the application is too great, the strength of the 
solution is to be reduced until it can be tolerated. Another agent 
of ancient use, but lately revived, is turpentine. We have used 
it with striking success in several cases recently.—.Ved. and Sur- 
gical Reporter. 


Skriv Diseases.—The following formula, as an application in 
hin diseases, attended with little ‘discharge, will be found satis- 
factory : 


i —Ferri pulv., ‘ , ei. 
Cinchonee rubrie, pulv. : ‘ = a, 
Boracis pulvy, ‘ ; . « 3in 
ol. Morrhue, q. s., for ungent. M. 


A combination which forms a coating as impervious to air as 
collodion, and which the writer has employed with happy results 
in several cases of eczema, is prepared bv adding Zij., quin. 
sulph. to Zss. aa tinet. Ferri chlo. and Tinct. Cinchone—the 
parts to be painted with two or three coats—-Med. and Surgical 
Lteporter. 
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Coat OiL IN Patursts.—Dr. C. H. Wells has used coal-oil with 
good results in Phthisis, in teaspoon to dessert spoonfuls, three 
times a day. Another gentleman has found advantage from the 
following combination : 

Ii —Tinet. cimicifugie . 
Olei Fusil, . 
Spts. Frument, 

Sig.—-f. = ss, thrice daily. 


[ Med. and Surgical Reporter. 
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INTERMITTENT FEVER TREAEED BY THE IODIDE OF Potassium. 
Dr. 8. L. Abbott reports a case of intermittent fever successfully 
treated Ly the iodide of potassium after failing with sulph. qui- 
nine. THe used the following formula : 

Ii ——Potass. iodidi, ; ; 5 ee ee 
Fl. ext. quassie, f. 38 


M. 


S.—This quantity before each meal.— Med. and Sarg. Rep. 


Dy=PEPSIA FROM FERMENTATION OF THE INGEsTa.—In_ this 
form of dyspepsia, the sulphite of sodz in 5 grain doses, or car- 
bolic acid in 1 grain doses, will prove beneficial. 


Users or Carpotic Acid.—Dr. C. F. J. Lehlback uses carbolic 
acid in solution of 5 to 20 grains to the ounce of glycerine and 
water, as a dressing to wounds. The benefit was marked in ar- 
resting suppuration and exciting rapid granulation. In carbuncles 
he uses carbolized poultices, and after a forced or spontaneous 
opening of the carbuncle, a solution of carbolic acid in glycerine 
—Zss to Ziss to the ounce. In conjunctevitis, he thinks it is 
valuable. In burns and sealds, he esteems it of great value, 21 
to =viof glycerine. In minor burns and scalds, one application 
of the ordinary crude fluid article will almost invariably arrest the 
pain in a few moments and prevent subsequent vesication. We 
have used carbolic acid solution with great advantage as an in- 
jection in the treatment of buboes. 


LuMBAGO AND ScraticaA.—Dr. D. J. Gish esteems the follow- 
ing a “‘ superior remedy ”’ in lumbago and sciatica: 
jy —Tinct. Xanthoxylum berries, ‘ 
Wine Tinct. Colchicum sem. ‘ 
Spirits nit. dulcis, . 
Ol. terebinthine, : Zii. M. 

S. A teaspoonful diluted in a haif glassful of water. He also 
gives it in chronic rheumatism of back and lower extremities— 
three times a day after each meal. Only use it in non-inflamma- 
tory rheumatic affections. 
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Improved Joping FormuLa.—Dr. F. P. Mann, of Brooklyn, 
has employed successfully the following formula, where ordinary 
doses of iodine and iodide of potassium have failed : 

Rh —lodide, . ‘ ‘ , ‘ gr. XV). 
Jud. Potassium, . ‘ “ r. XXXii. 
Aqux pure, : = ij. 

Syr. empyreumat, . : : . = vi.” 
Ess. gaultherie, . , ; 3ii. M. 

S. A table-spoonful, three times a day, one hour before meals. 

The solution should stand 24 hours before using. 


Sutpavurous Acip IN Sypnititic ULCERATION OF THE THROAT. 
—This acid, in the form of spray, has been found highly benefi- 
cial, used three times a day, to syphilitic throat ulcerations—a 
cure being effected in three weeks.—British Med. Jour. 


In Common Catarru.—Dr. Scudder uses the following : 
R——Tinet. Verat.. . ‘ ‘ 3 3 ss 
Tinct. gelsemini, ‘ i 
Aque, =iv. M. 
S. A teaspoonful every one to two hours. 


Dysprpsta.—J. W. Craigin, M. D., (Med. and Surg. Reporter) 
says: “If the patient is troubled with supra-obital headache, 
constipation, cold feet, and clay-colored stools, I would advise the 
compound rhubarb pill, for constipation; for featus, the follow- 
ing: 


i —Acidi Carbolic, ; ‘ ‘ gr. i to ii. 
Glycerine, ‘ j <i. M. 
S.—Teaspoonful ‘three times a day. 
i —Elixir Pepsine, Strych et. Bismuth, @. s. 


S. Teaspoonful directly after meals. I have found the elixir 


to be of great benefit in dyspepsia. I believe it will cure when 
nothing else will.”’ 


AconitE IN LicHeN AND Prurico.—The following has been 
used with much advantage : 
Rh —Ext. Acuniti, ‘ . 
Ext. Taraxac,aa, , , grs. xv. M. 
ft. pill No, 40. ‘ 
S.--One or two be taken, morning and evening. 


Crronic RueEUMATISM.— 
h—Syrp. Sarsaparilla, . : 
Tinet. Colchici, 
lodidi Potasse, 


S.—-Thirty drops to be taken three times a ‘day. 


tan 


= 
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Nevratoia Piti.—The following has been found very effectual 
in the relief of neuralgic affections : 





hy Syanidi, ° ° . er. Vi 
Quinix Sulph. ‘ ‘ : gr. ix. 


Morphixw Sulph. —. ‘ : gr. iss. 
Ext. Belladonne, 2. °. : gr. iii, M. 
ft. pil, No. vi. 

S.—One pill, every six hcurs until relieved. 


SypuiLitic PNeEuMONIA—or an inflammatory consolidation of 
the Lungs, which owes its origin to the poison of syphilis, is be- 
coming much more common than of former years. It is not un- 
frequently we meet with cases presenting the physical signs of 
pheumonia, and some of the evidences of phthisis, evidently de- 
pending upon constitutional syphilis, and readily yielding to the 
proper treatment for syphilis. 


For Siignut Urertne HemorruAce.—In feeble constitutions, 
we know of no remedy more simple or preferable, than sulphuric 
acid, prepared as follows: 

13 —Acid sulphuric, , , . f. 5 iss. 
Aque dist. ; = NIVSS, 

Mix gradually. Dose from 10 to 30 drops, in a little water, 
three times a day. It is also one of the best remedies for the 
arrest of profuse perspiration, especially as connected with phthis- 
is pulmonalis. 

LuPULIN aS A SEDATIVE.—It has been very successfully used 
to allay the morbid erethism following gonorrhea, and to prevent 
chordee. It is said to answer this purpose much better than cam- 
phor, which often irritates the digestive organs, and fails to 
produce the desired effects. It also contains a bitter element 
which acts as an admirable tonic—pnarticularly with strumous pa- 
tients—improving the appetite and strengthening the digestive 
functions. It is worthy of trial. 


Dirricutt Micturition In Women.—In the irritable bladder, 
which is sometimes called *‘ gravel,’’ in women, the following will 
often ‘tact like a charm’’: 


ht —Creasote, ' ‘ . gtt. xij. 
Vinegar—a few drops. 
Cinnamon water, . ; 'w. &. 


S.—Table spoonful four to six times a di: ay. 

CreosoTE IN DysexTery.—In cases attended by great irrita- 
tion, and by feetor of the evacuations, we have frequently wit- 
nessed the best possible effects from the use of Creosote. It 
should be given in solution of gum arabic mucilage or glycerine in 
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the proportion of twenty drops to four ounces. Dose one tea- 
spoonful every three to six hours, for an adult, according to cir- 
cumstances. 


Carpotic AcrpD IN DipturrtA.—The following has been suc- 
cessfully employed : 
}} —Acidi Carbolici, . gtt. xxv. 
“  Acetici, - rtm, 
Glycerine, ‘ F » Se 
Aquee dist. f. 3 vi. M. 
S. Used asa lotion. It is also recommended “in putrid sore 
throat, and in sloughing and phagedenic ulcers. 


CrroNic GONORRH@A.—GLYCERINE OF TANNIN.—The follow- 
ing injection is of great service in cases of gleet and chronic gon- 
orrhoea : 

I} Glycerine of Tannin, ; : = ill. 
Olive Oil and Mucilage,aa . i. M. 

If used in the acute stage, it should be diluted with equal parts 

of mucilage. 


GLYCERINE IN Putnists.—In the early stage of Phthisis the 
following is highly recommended : 
Rh —Glycerine, ‘ : ‘ ‘ S ii. 
lodid. Potassium, ‘i : : as, Soaks 
Sulph. Merphize, ‘ . grs. il, My 
S.—A teaspoonful before each meal, and at bed time. In tae 
advanced stages, the following is preferred : 
ii —Glycerine, : : ‘ = ii. 
Syrp. iodidi iron, . ‘ - 5m 
Sulph. Morphix, —. ‘ . grs.ii.. M. 
Teaspoonful every four or six hours. 

Gee will be found to be the best solvent, when prescri- 
bing medicines in liquid form. It should always be used in place 
of syrup, when medicines are to be given in this way, to children. 
It never ferments. The best article should be used. 


PRESCRIPTION FOR CHRONIC BRONCHITs.— 
R--Ammoniaci, . ; ‘ r KP 

Pulv. Ipecac, P ‘ ‘ : gr. X. 

Mur. Morphia, . gr. iv. 

Carb. Ammoni, . , ‘ 3 ii. 

Mucilaginis acaciz . ‘ q. Ss. 

Misce et divide in pilulas, . ; XXX. 
Sig.—Give one pill, three times a day, in cases svete with 


viscid bronchial secretion. 
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Pror. W. H. Van Buren’s PILL ror ConstIpation.— 
13 --Extracti aloes, : . ‘ - 388. 
Extracti nuci vomiex, . : » eee 
Extracti hyosciami, ‘ ‘ Di. 
Pulv. Ipecuanhz, , ee ah 
Make pills xx. §.—One to be taken at night. This pill is of 
especial value in the constipation of females. —Nep. Ther. 


A Goop Prescription ror Crronic Heparitis.—— 
}} —Podophyllin, : . , gr. xv. 
Capsici, ° . . gr. ux. 
Pulveris Rhei, . ‘ , gr. XXX. 
Hyd. chlo. mitis, . ; gr. v. m. 
Make pills 30. S.——Give one on alternate night. 


PRESCRIPTION FOR PRuRItTUS.—It is said that no remedy 
comparable with this acid, in pruritus of the genital organs of 
both sexes, prepared thus : 

1, --Aleohol, 
Acid Hydroeyan 3 
S.--Apply to the parts twice or dition a day. We know 
this to be good in this very annoying and troub.esome affection. 
Dr. Thompson says that no expedient is so salutary for the in- 
tolerable itching of erysipelatous and erythmatous eruptions, as 2 
solution of prussic acid, which may be made by adding one or 
two drachms of the acid to a pint of water. Another lotion used 
by Dr. Thompsen is made in the following manner : 
i—Acid Hydrocyan, . ‘ , , 75 
Acet plumbi, : ‘ ‘  XVi. 
Alcohol, ‘ : : ; - S, 
Agquze dist. Vill. m. 
S.—To be applied three to four times a day. 


Note on Abortion.—-If, after a careful examination, we find 
the cervix preserves its normal length, figure and thickness, we 
must try to prevent the abortion; but if the cervix is found short- 
ened or distended, and the organ is assuming the ovi-form shape, 
we must assist by all safe means, the expulsive action. In mak- 
ing the examination, do not introduce the finger into the es.— 
Braithwaite. 
SOLUTION FoR OprHaLMoscopic INVESTIGATION.—— 
Ij —Sulphate of Atropine, ' i « gee 


Aque dist, , . Be 
When it is used to dilate the pupil, a Sew dees wil suffice, 


and the unpleasant effects of a stronger solution will be avoided. 
—Lbid. 











The Georgia Medical Companion. 









BELLADONNA SoLUTION.— 
i —Ext. Belladonna, 2 ; : ae 
Glycerine, =i 
Misce well. Glycerine is a better solvent for alsdiinwen than 
water, for the purpose of applying around the brow, to produce 
dilation of the pupil. It prevents the extract from forming a hard 
crust, and insures with more certainty its absorption. This is 
also a good form for applying belladonna to the breast for the : 
purpose of arresting the secretion of mllk. We usually add half A 
to one dram of pulverized camphor. ha 










Hypodermie Injection of Morphine in Neuralyia.—This mode of 
treatment is best adapted to those cases where the pain is of a 
purely neuralgic character. It is of little or no use in cases where 
the pain is produced by active inflammation of the neuralemma 
nerve itself, or caries of bone. 










Todine Injections in Leucorrhaea.—In cases of obstinate vaginal 
leucorrhoea, when the cerviz uteri is not involved, the following 
method of employing iodine injections will be found to be ser- 
viceable : 







BR —lodini, ; ‘ ‘ ‘ gr. i. 
Potass iodidi, : ‘ ; . gr. il. 
Aqua pluvialis, —. , =i. M 





S.—To be thrown up the vagina, tele daily, and retained sev- 
wal minutes—-the parts being previously well syringed with warm 
water and castile soap, and the patient placed in a horizontal 

i position, with the hips elevated. As the solution ceases to create 
a any sensation of warmth or excitement in the parts, it is to be 











‘| gradually increased to treble its strength. The muriated tincture 
: of iron, in the proportion of twenty dr ops, three times anny will, 
in most cases, assist in the cure. 5 





Extract Cannabis in Gonorrhea.—Dy. MD. Mooney says he 
has used the following prescription in Gonorrhcea, with great 
SUCCESS : 





n= paar tec“ 
gS A 0S 


OSSD ae, 








3 R——Sugar of Milk, 5 : ‘ . 2 ss. - 
E Ext. Indian Cannabis, . ‘ ae 

: Mix well together, and divide into 60 er ‘ be taken 

ly every three to four hours, 






Remedy for Sore Nipples.—It is said that three or four appli- 
cations of the following compound frequently cures this trouble- 
some complaint : 

x —Cocoa butter, ‘ ‘ . .  Siiss. 
Ext. Rhatany, ‘ ° ° + pau om 
S—-Apply to the nipples. 
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DerecTioN OF Strcewnta IN Mepico-ForeNsic ANALYsIS.——Dr, 
Weyrich relates in the Moniteur Scientifique a case of poisoning 
with strychuia, of a person accustomed to consume opium, and 
to whom had been given large doses of ipecacuanha, while, more- 
over, a portion of the contents of the intestines had to be tested 
for mineral poisons. The real bearing, therefore, of this case, 
turns upon the detection of strychnia in the presence of emetine 
and morphia. The strychnia was detected in an alcoholic extract 
of the materials taken from the corpse, by means of the reaction 
produce “l by strong sulphuric acid and bichromate of potassa, 
which at first oxidizes only the emetine, and this having been re- 
moved, produces the well-known purple coloration, due to the 
action of the bichromate and sulphuric acid upon strychnia. The 
morphia was detected in a separately made amyl-alcoholic solu- 
tion, by means of molybdate of soda in dissolved concentrated 
sulphuric acid.—Jfed. and Surg. Reporter. 

Gargle for Uleeration of the Tonsils.—- 

‘ It —Zinci Suiphus. 
Chlorate Potash, aa, 3 ii. 
Sage Tea, : ; = viii, om, 
S.—Gargle the throat frequently. “This we know to be 
an excellent wash, in ulcerations of the tonsils, or apthous affec- 
tions of the mouth. 
An Excellent Dinner Pill.— 
i —Pulv. Capsicum, . ; Ste 
Palv. Rhei, , . Z iss. 
Ext. Gentian, 4 oh m, 

Make pills 60. S.--Take two or three ev ery ‘diy befure dinner. 


Laxative and Alterative Mixture.— 
fy —Tinct. Aloes comp’d. 
* Gentian 
“hei, 
Ext. Colocynth, 
“* Taraxicum, 
Bi. chlo. hydrarg 
Syrup Sarsap. 
Aq. dist. 

Mix thoroughly in a mortar. 

This is an excellent alterative for costiveness, especially when 
complicated with biliary derangements. Dose teaspoonful three 
times a day. before or after meals, one hour. 

PersistTENT Hiccoucn.—Hypodermic injection of morphia, Dr. 
J. Constable states, will relieve hiccough instantly, when occur- 
ring during the progress of pneumonia. “Tt should be tried in cases 
arising from other causes.—Lancet. 
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PART III. 
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Hiographical, Ethical, Hugenic, and Miscellancous. 


OUR NEW DEPARTMENT. 


We again call attention to this new feature of our Journal. 
(ur publisher has kindly consented to give sixteen additional 
number of pages for this purpose—making the number sixty-four. 
instead of forty-eight. We will appropriate this space to many 
things. We expect to give prominence tu Biography, Ethics and 
ILygiene, but shall not confine ourselves to these exclusively. In 
other words, we intend to devote this department of the Journal 
to a multitude of subjects, of interest and value, more or less closely 
allied to the profession: subjects which we hope will prove ben- 
cficial to the practitioner—especially the young—to aid him, in 
meeting the wants of the people among whom he may labor. Be- 
lieving this feature of the CoMPANION a good one, we hope our 
professional brethren will appreciate and bestow that attention to 
it, which we feel assured will result in good to all—both to the 
old and young. 


OUR CORRESPONDENT—DR. W. A. N. 


We call attention to some extracts from a letter from an old 
and talented member of the profession. Professional men, in 
these “latter days,”’ more than ever, are environed by difficulties. 
[t is a sad commentary upon the professional demoralization and 
(legeneracy of the times, when the old men—ripe in age—feel i: 
necessary to take up the pen in vindication of those principles by 
which professional gentlemen should be controlled. There is 


great wrong somewhere, and when the old men have passed away, 
10 
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who among the young of to-day will battle for the right’ Who 
among them shall wear the mantle of honor dropping from the 
shoulders of the moral heroes of the past? Shall the flood of 
demoralization sweep everything before it ? 

The troubles of the true professional man are/daily increasing. 
They are rife in every section, and prevalent in every community. 
Ictakesa moral hero t» oppose and overcome them. Many, rather 
than contend for the right, either join hand in hand with the 
enemies of truth, or seal their lips, as the lesser evil, in order to 
avoid the animosity of those who damn all whom they cannot 
bend to their purposes. Principle is put in the balance with gain 
—and gain, however short-lived, throws the beam. They yield 
to conscious wrong for the present, at the sacrifice of the future. 
Demoralization is not wholly the offspring of the vicious and the 
vile—the weakness and supineness of the good, easy, negative 
character, gives energy and force to its infernal sweep to ruin. 
Where none will oppose, all must be engulphed. 

Our correspondent alludes to several things of the weightiest 
interest to the profession. Singly and alone, no one man, how- 
ever bold or able, can meet them. The profession, ax a unit, 
inust come up tothe help of the truth, against the mighty. Like 
him, we think the Georgia Medical Association has a great and 


xlorious work to accomplish. We do not hesitate to give our opin- 
ion that the Association, at its next meeting, should take steps to 
carry into practical operation the report of its Committee, which 
was adopted at Savannah, ‘‘on the relations of charlatans and 


their nostrums to legitimate medicine.’’ The necessity of some 
auction, in this direction, is felt on every side; and if, as suggest- 
- ed in that report, ‘an appropriate, brief address to the people, 
to be disseminated in the form of a tract,”’ could be placed in the 
hands of every man and woman in the State, much good would 
result in dissipating the errors so prevalent in the minds of the 
people. 

The Association should not stop here. But it should settle for- 
ever the question of charlantry among so-called professional 
men—men with diplomas, who either practice quackery, or coun- 
icnance irregulars—thus sacrificing the honor and dignity of the 

rofession, in pandering to selfishness or in circumventing their 
nobler brethren, by bidding for practice. 
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, DR. T. O. C. . 


We are glad to know that our friend, Dr, T. O. C. sanctions our 
course in not publishing his previous article, for the reasons given. 
We are, however, equally glad to have the opportunity of publish- 
ing an article from his pen, as it contains valuable thoughts and 
suggestions for the well-being of the profession, and does not con- 
tain even one personal allusion. We are happy to state for the 
benefit of our friend and others, that the entire profession, 2s 
manifested in the medical societies of every section, are being 
aroused to the importance and necessity of establishing some uni- 
form system, in regard to medical education and medical colleges, 
upon which all, both the profession and colleges, may unite. At 
the last annual session of the American Medical Association, a 
resolution was adopted declaring that it had the “‘ power to cen- 
trol the subject of medical education in the United States ;” and 
‘the power to exercise that control in any manner upon which it 
may become agreed.” : 

The Association having declared this power, it will become 
necessary for that body to agree and announce the requirements 
of the Colleges that are recognized by it, or recognized by the 
State Associations that are represented in it. We are glad to 
inform our friend that the Georgia Medical Association is already 
committed upon this subject. We, however, know, from its past 
history, what its action would be, without this committal. At 
the last meeting of the Association, the following resoletion was 
adopted : 

‘* Resolved, That we, of the Georgia Medical Association, will 
co-operate with our State Societies, and the American Medical 
Association, in raising the standard of preliminary and medical 
education.” 

In reply to the doubt which seemed to be cast upon the Asso- 
siation, by our correspondent, as to the willingness of the Asso- 
ciation to sustain the right, we think its past history affords 
ample response. In its action in regard to the case of Dr. Ram- 
sey, many years ago, the principle of protecting the character of 
its private members, when professionally assailed, was establish- 
ed, which was reiterated by resolution at Savannah, 186%, in the 
following words : 
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demands the good and true men of the profession to be silent no 
longer, but to unseal their lips, buckle on their armour, and meet 
the monster, ‘ Quackery’—-tie popular and legally-authorized 
poisoner——the great enemy to scienee, in his chosen avenues, as 
has been recommended by Prof. G. B. Wood, of New York, and 
Prof. Bache, of Philadelphia. Like your correspondent * * * my 
battle in the practice will soon end—a few years, at best, and I 
must retire. I have a great desire, before I die, to see every 
worthy member of the profession united and working in harmony 
under “right organization— rganization that is sustained, clung 
to, abided by—organization that will read out and condemn those 
who are faithless to it, and sustain those who are right, without 
fear, favor or affection.” 

My son, a young man, is just acquiring a good practice, and 
if I believed the profession would abandon its principles, which 
we have all been taught to revere, I should at once advise him to 
leave it. And I think if something is not done, the good material 
of the country will devote its talent and energies in other more 
honorable and lucrative pursuits. Wishing you much success, and 
hoping the best for our cause and science, 


lam yours, truly, W.A.N 


Drs. Powell §- Goldsmith. Gentlemen :—I thank you for not 
publishing my letter. Oa reflection, I am satisfied that some of 
my allusions were too personal, and that your course is the proper 
one—not to admit anything of a personal nature into your journ- 
wl. But as you allow me the privilege of discussing or stating, in 
the CoMPANION, what, in my judgment should or should not be 
tolerated by the profession, I will, therefore, state a few things: 

Ist. The members of the profession should exercise more cir- 
cumspection in receiving young men as students in their offices. 
Good moral character and adequate literary attainments, should 
be indispensable qualifications, before any physician should allow 
a student tocommence the study of medicine in his office. 24. Med- 
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ical Colleges should be required to be uniform in their curricula : 
to require their students to have studied medicine three years un- 
der a private preceptor—should have a real attendance on the 
part of the student during their sessions—should have a complete 
corps of professors, and lastly, to make the final examination for 
the Doctorate as rigid as possible. They should require their 
graduates to read, and conform their professional action to the 
Code of Ethics. And they should distinctly state, and reserve the 
right, when graduating a class, that any violations of the ethics. 
or dishonorable or unprofessional conduct on their part, would in- 
variably be followed by a withdrawal of their diplomas. 

I suggest these things because of the necessity which exists. 
Many are surrounded by legalized quacks—men violating every 
principle of the ethics——-but who go unrebuked by the institutions 
from which they graduated. or by the profession at large. Un- 
less something is done——unless the good men of the profession 
will unite as one man, and put an end to this condition of things, 
the profession will sink to rise no more. Will not some of the 
able medical men of Georgia go to the next meeting of the Geor- 
gia Medical Asssciation, with well-digested plans, and recommend 
some action to be taken in this direction? Men cannot afford to 
leave their homes and go to the Association, to hear read long es- 
says upon science, when it refuses to take notice of the dishonor- 
able and irregular conduct of its members, and the cause of science 
injured by its non-action. Harmony cannot be established, so 
long as the wiry, selfish medical demagogue is placed upon terms 
of equality in the Association, with the good law-abiding physician. 
to thus receive the same advantage, support and privileges at 
home. 

Some intelligent gentlemen, who can spare the time, should go 
to the Association with a plan for the organization of County So- 
cieties in every State of the Union, to be in harmony with that of 
the State and the National Associations. This matter ought to 
receive such consideration in the Association as to call for a Com- 


mittee to recommend a plan, and earnestly request the medical 
gentlemen of every county in the State to form medical socicties. 
to vindicate and uphold the laws of the profession, at every sacri- 
fice and at all hazards. 
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It is to be hoped that tha American Medical Association, at its 
next meeting, will take some decided action by defining clearly 
what shall be required of Medical Colleges, to entitle them to the 
full and entire confidence of the profession. I am aware that our 
voluntary organizations have no legal right to alter college char- 
ters, or require their faculties to conform to medical law, but we 
have the right to say when they do not conform to law, that they 
should be cut off from the confidence, recognition and support of 
the profession ; and to deny their students or graduates private and 
public recognition. Until this is done, and Colleges are made to 
assume proper relations to the ethics and the profession, all over 
the country, there can be no harmony or advancement in our 
science. 

Please excuse me for asking you to withhold my nam», as I am 
‘surrounded by the enemy” and cannot afford to put myself up 
z3 a target, when I stand alone without the actual or moral sup- 
port of my professional brethren. rr. @, ©. 


HYGENIC. 


Dizziness—Its Cause AND PReventION.—The condition exist- 
ing in cases of dizziness is an unnatural pressure of the blood upon 
the brain. The exciting causes are usually some sudden exertion 
or hurried motion, as rising quickly from a recumbent position, 
sto ping, ete. Unaccustomed motions, as sailing, swinging, walk- 
ing circularly, riding backward, ete., often occasion it, even in 
healthy persons. The predisposing causes are either such as pro- 
duce an undue thickness or viscidity of the blood, as torpidity of 
the excretory organs, particularly the liver, and excessive al:men- 
tation, or those that cause an unuatural thinness of the blood and 
weakness of circulation, as hemorrhage, an insnfficient quantity of 
food, protracted disease, etc. The preventive treatment should be 
such as to restore the blood to its normal condition and equalize 
the cirenlation. Where the blood is thick and impure, the diet 
should be very plain and simple in quality—composed largely of 
fruit—and abstemious in quantity. Active out-door exercise and 
a thorough course of bathing are also indicated. Where the op- 
posite condition exists, the indications are to nourish and strengthen 
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the body, and equalize and invigorate the circulation. To this end 
the patient should have an abundance of pure air, as much nour- 
ishing food as can be digested and assimilated, and a moderate 
amount of daily exercise. —Herald of Health. 


Exciting Causes or Diseases TO BE AvorpeD.—Persons who 
have any reason to suxpect that they are subject to disease of the 
heart, should scrupulously aveid any exciting cause, ei: her mental 
or physical, should not engage in any occupation entailing exciting 
exertions upon them, and should avoid the use of tobacco, and 
stimulants of all hinds, as a slight affection of the heart, which 
might otherwise cause but little tr ouble for a long series of years, 
will speedily be developed into active existence, by the frequent 
repetition of exciting causes. 

Foop ror Nervous Dyspxptics.—Dyspeptics generally should 
adopt the two meal-a-day system, and eat nothing whatever at any 
other time. Let the breakfast be composed of oat-meal mush, 
quite dry, or oatmeal cakes and fruit, or unleavened graham bread 
or crackers and fruit. But one kind of fruit should be eaten at a 
meal, and that should be fresh and well ripened. For dinner, some 
of the articles mentioned for breakfast may be eaten, or some kind 
of vegetable that best agrees with the patient may be substitute t 
for the fruit; or, if meat is eaten, lean beef or mutton and some 
vegetable. No other meats allowable, and as a rule, nervous dys- 
pepties are better off without any meat. No butter or greasy food 
of any kind, sugar, salt, spices, or condiments should be used. 
The patient MUST eat very slow and masticate his food very thor- 
oughly. There is no rule more important than this. He should 
drink nothing whatever at meals, or for two hours afterward. He 
should not eat more than two kinds of food at a meal, and should 
never eat when in the least tired or excited. Cheerful company 
at meals is very important, and a hearty laugh, either at or after 
meals, is a great aid to digestion. ‘ Laugh and grow fat’? means 
to laugh and cease to be a dyspeptic. —Herald of Health. 


Tooth Wasnu.—The mouth has a temperature of ninety-eight 
degrees, warmer than is ever experienced in the shade in the lati- 
tude of New England. It is well known that if beef, for example, 
be exposed in the shade during the warmest of our summer days, 
it will very soon begin to decompose. If we eat beef for dinner, 
the particles invariably find their way into the spaces between the 
teeth. Now, if these particles of beef are not removed, they will 
frequently remain till they are softened by decomposition. In most 
mouths this process of decomposition is in constant progress. 
Ought we to be surprised that the gums and teeth against which 
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decomposing or putrifying masses lie should become subjects of 
disease? Much has been said pro and con upon the use of soa) 
with the tooth-brush. My own experience, and the experience of 
members of my family, is highly favorable to the regular morning 
and evening use of soap. 

Castile or other good soap will answer this purpose. (Whatever 
is good for the hands and face is good for the teeth.) The slight 
unpleasant taste which soap has when we begin to use it will be 
unnoticed. You have observed upon the teeth a yellow deposit, 
sometimes a black substance near the gums. If you examine 
either of them with a strong microscope, you will find it all alive 
with animaleule. These small animals live, keep house, and raise 
families of children, and die in your mouths. Nothing that can 
he sefely introduced into the mouth checks them like soap.—J/ed- 
teal Investigator. 

We would ask the writer of the above if he has examined the 
deposit on the teeth with a microscope for animaleule? We do 
not doubt but living creatures are sometimes found in the tarter of 
the teeth, but it is far from being general. The importance of 
cleaning the teeth after each meal, “however, is none the less, even 
if living creatures are never found in the tartar of the teeth.— 


Herald of Health. 


Fisit AS AN ARTICLE OF Foop.—Professor Agassiz, in his ad- 
dress before the Committee uf the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
on the propagation and preservation of fishes , Says, as reported in 
the Boston Journal: ** The fish enters largely into the requisitions 
of the human system. It is a kind of food which refreshes the 
system, cspecially after intellectual fatigue. There is no other 
article of food that supplies the waste of the head so thoroughly 
as fish diet; and the evidence of it is in the fact that all the in- 
habitants of the sea-shores the world over are the brighter popu- 
lation of the country. Fish contains phosphorus to a large extent, 
a chemical element which the brain requires for growth and health. 
He would not say that an exclusive use of fish would make a block- 
head a wise man, but that the brain should not be wanting in one 
of its essential elements.”’—(St. Louis Medical Reperter.)—Den- 
tal Cosmos, August 1869 p. 445. 


Tue Virtue oF THE SUNFLOWER.—Mr. Martin, in a paper pre- 
sented by him to the Societe Therapeutique France, affirms that 
the common sunflower, extensively cultivated, has the effect of 
neutralizing the unwholesome vapors which are so fatal to health 
and life in marshy districts. The Dutch, who live only by dyking 
and draining their low lands, and are therefore good authority, 
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pronounce sunflower culture a specific for intermittent fever, the 
scourge of Holland. They assert that it has disappeared from 
every district where the experiment has been tried.. It is not yet 
known whether this is the result of its rapid growth producing 
oxygen, or whether it emits ozone and destroys those germs, ani- 
mal and vegetable, which produce that miasma which brings fever 
in its train—Medical Record. 


VENTILATION.—It is more difficult to ventilate a close room in 
summer than in winter; because in summer there are no fires to 
create a draft, or to move the air; but an open fireplace, or an 
open door, or long windows, open at top and bottom, may be suf- 


ficient. 


How to Traven ror Heattn.—The best mode of travel is on 
foot or on a saddle; the next best, is in an open carriage, or in an 
old-fashioned stage coach. A sea voyage, and almost any mode 
of travelling by water, is, in general useful; but it would be a 
serious practical joke if any one were to advise an invalid to seck 
health in a railroad car. 

Insanity AND Poor Diet.—In England and Wales, ont of 
54,713 persons of unsound mind, 48,325 were of the pauper class, 
and the Lunacy Commissioners report that in a great majority of 
cases impaired nutrition was the cause of the malady. Upon bodies 
and minds thus reduced, griefs and perplexities act with most 
damaging influence. Wholesome food, and a good stomach to 
elaborate it, would keep a majority of the race sane in mind and 
body.—Herald of Health. 


Tot Use cr Raw Meat in Drarruama AnD Dyspepsta—Dr. 
Robert Druitt, M. R. CP. (Medical Times and Gazette), first 
learned the use of raw meat as a remedy for diarrhcea, from the 
late Professor Trousseanu, in 1851, and since that visit to Paris he 
has had, with others, abundant opportunities of proving its efficacy. 
it is useful in infantile “‘cholera,”’ chronic diarrhoeas of children, 
habitual diarrhoea associated with “marasmus,” obstinate vomiting 
of pregnancy, cases of atrophy, dyspepsia, and mal-nutrition. 


Wien To Give ArtiricraL Foop to Inrants.—Dr. Brinton 
(Trans. Lond. Obstet. Soc.), advocates giving artificial food to ba- 
bies, such +s corn-flour with milk, when the first teeth come and 
the child begins to bite its mother’s nipple. When the child’s 
mouth is toothless, its office is to suck the breasts. He orders milk 
and water until the teeth appear, to infants brought up by hand. 


Liver as Foop.—The liver and kidneys are the most unhealthful 
parts of an animal, for the reason that they are constantly charged 
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with the worn out excrementitious matters of the system. This is 
why they are the parts first subject to decomposition.—Herald of 
Health. 


Position oF THE Head Durtne Siteep.—‘‘ Should the head be 
elevated or upon a level with the body during sleep ; or, in other 
words, are pillows and bolsters useful or injurious ! 

The head should be in the same relative position with the body 
during sleep as when the person is sitting or standing. Conse- 
quently, when lying upon the back, no pillow or bolster is needed. 
When lying upon the side, a pillow of sufficient size to keep the 
head upon a line with the spine should be used. If the head is 
raised above the level of the body, both respiration and the circu- 
lation of the blood are interfered with in proportion to the degree 
of elevation. The air passes to and from the lungs, and the blood 
to and from the heart, in tubes contained in the neck. Now take 
a straight tube of any kind, and a certain quantity of air or liquid, 
at a certain pressure, will pass through it in a given time; but if 
you bend the tube as the tubes in the neck are bent by having the 
head elevated, the quantity of air or liquid which will pass through 
in the same time with the same pressure will be dimini-hed. and 
the greater the bend the greater the obstruction. Twisting of the 
neck al-o interferes with the respiration and circulation by dimin- 
ishing the capacity of the trachea and blood-vessels.x—Herald of 
Health. 


Durition oF Preanancy.—M. Aubinais (Medical Guzette, 
Sept. 1870, p. 176; from Journ. de Med. et de Chirurg.) cites 
the ca-e of two sisters, of irreproachable virtue, who on the same 
day were married to two stilors. At six o'clock, the next morn- 
ing the husbands were ordered away to their ship. Oa the two 
hundred and sixtyv-fourth day after their marriage the two women 
were brought to bed at almost the same hour and under the same 
roof. The possibility of fecundation of a virgin by a single act 
of coition cannot, therefore, be denied, although it is an excep- 
tional fact. 


HystericaAL Retention or Uritne.—Mr. J. Waring-Curran 
(Medical Press and Cireular,) finds that this troublesome affection 
can be relieved by causing the sufferers suddenly to plunge their 
hands and arms into very cold water. 


Sypuititic Inrerron FRoM Kissinc.—Dr. M. F. Maury says 
(Med. and Surg. Reporter,): ‘I have seen two cases, one now 
on hand in my private practice, where a patient with mucous 
patches upon the lip, kissing another, developed upon the lip of 
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the latter a hard chancre, with its attendants of indurated base, 
: involvement of the submaxillary lymphatic ganglions, of the affec- 
ted side, and a profuse secondary manifestation of roseola macu- 
lata.” 


Tue Putse.—The pulse was first noticed by Galen. It is slower 
in the inhabitant of the country than in one of the city. In the 
West Indies it is 100 ; in Greenland, as slow as 40; and is slow- 
est in the cold climates. It is slower in the winter than in sum- 
mer. Is slow in the morning, quick at noon, and more frequent 
at night.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Cure for Corns.—Soak the feet well in warm water, then with 
asharp instrument pare off as much of the corn as can be done 
without pain, and bind up the part affected with a piece of linen 
or muslin thoroughly saturated with sperm oil, or what is better, 
the oil which floats upon the surface of the pickle of herring or 
inackerel. After three or four days the dressing may be remov- 
ed, and the remaining dead cuticle removed by scraping, when 
the new skin will be found of a soft and healthy texture and less 
liable to the formation of a new corn than before. We have this 
recipe from a source that we cannot well doubt, and publish it for 
the benefit of many suffering readers.—Journal of Applied Chem- 
istry.—Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery, Jan. 1870. 


Hereditary Twin-bearing Family.—-Dr. Curgenven (Trans. 
Obstetrical Soc. of London) attended a lady who was delivered of 
twins for the fourth time; she had severe flooding, and barely 
escaped with her life. This was her sixteenth conception during 
a married life of sixteen years. Her mother had twins once, her 
aunt once, and her great-grandmother twice. 


The Originator of Pathological Anatomy.—About three cen- 
turies before the Christian era, Herophilus, a native of Chalcedon, 
and Erasistratus, of Inlis, a grandson of Aristotle, laid the foun- 
dation-stones of the science of human anatomy. Herophilus, it 
has been said, resorted to human vivisections, more particularly of 
criminals, He was the originator of pathological anatomy, and 
was the first to propose post-mortem examination to learn the 
cause of death. Fallopius, centuries after, denominated him “the 
evangelist of anatomists.”—Dr. Gouvr. M. Smith's Discourse. 


Remedy for Toothache.—,—Spirit ammonia, 7 ss., chloro- 
form 3i, oil caryophyl Zii, Tine. camphor, Zii. m. After 
cleaning out and drying the cavity, a small pellet of raw cotton 
should be moistened with this, and applied to the exposed pulp, 
repeating the application as occasion requires. 
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HypoprospHite oF Sopa.—Dr. Jno. C. Thorowgood thinks 
this salt answers all the purposes of pure phosphorous as an in- 
ternal remedy, and as a gradual tonic and restorer of nerve force. 
In cases of nervous depression and torpor, with, at times, shoot- 
ing neuralgic pains; or in other cases, numbness and deadness of 
the limbs, as from feeble circulation, the hypophosphites prove 
useful, and the lime or soda salt can be given according to the 
way in which the stomach may seem to bear the one better than 
the other. When anemia is present, the citrate of iron can be 
added, or else the syrup of the hypophosphites of iron, or iron 
with quinine, canbeemployed. Either of these syrups will prove 
an active tonic, removing neuralgic pains, chest oppression, and 
languor of circulation in a very evident way.— 


Carbolie Acid.—Applied to hemorrhoids, carbolic acid corru- 
gates the sac. It will destroy pediculi of all kinds. The full 
strength is escharotic, but diluted in glycerin (5 drops to the 
ounce) it forms an agreeable application. 

Removing particles of foreign matter from the Eye.—-The late 
Dr. Munn’s process was, to scarify the lid in the usual way, then 
close the eye, and allow the blood to coagulate and entangle the 
irritating substance in the clot. When the latter is removed, it 
brings away the foreign particles with it.—Medical and Surgical 
Neporter. 

Cure for Warts.--Warts may be readily cured by cutting a 
hole in a piece of sticking plaster, so that the wart protrudes, and 
the using— 

fz --Caustic Potash, . . , ae 
Gum Arabic, ‘ : : , Bee 
Flour, ' , ‘ . Qe a 

Make a paste. §S. To be left in a few hours._—BostonJournal 
of Chemistry. 

Chromie Acid in Ringworm--One or two applications of a so- 
lution of chromic acid (one drachm to the ounce of water,) has 
proved very efficacious in curing the disease.—Am. Practitioner. 


Cure for Obesity.—Dr. C.D. Gib says obesity may be cured 
hy taking, for a considerable time, very small doses of bromide of 
aumonium. 

Incontinence of Urine.—-Dr. W. Thompson, (Lancet, November 
1870, p. T43,) highly recommends a dose of chloral at bedtime for 
this disease in children. 


Migraine—One side headache.—Muriate of ammonia, in doses of 
from ten to twenty grains, will be found an excellent remedy. 
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PART IV. 
€ ditorials, Lebicws, Ftems ands ews. 
Si E eo 
‘DECEPTION. 


A lie is a device which will fit every implement with which 
Satan may choose to work When the Savior represented him 
as a liar and the father of lies, he depicted him in that character 
which he most loves to assume. Falsehood is his element—decep- 
tion his business. It is by this means that he has wrought and 
is still working the larger portion of his mischief among mankind. 
By this he engenders strife between neighbor and neighbor; by 
this he stirs up wars between nation and nation. By putting into 
men tongues of lying which deceive and enrage, he has filled the 
land with sorrow and bloodshed. 

No one can estimate the amount of suffering which falsehood 
has entailed upon mankind. It was a lie that caused the fall 
from primeval innocence, and through all the tide of time that 
has since flown on, Falsehood, in a thousand forms, has yielded 
a large harvest of human woe. A lie to stain the character of a 
friend, must be born of a spirit as fiendish as it is cowardly, and 
the rebound of sueh a lie, from the innocent to the perpetra- 
tor, will point him out as an object of loathing and contempt, 
which, through life’s long journey, will cling to him as the shirt 


of Nessus. 


Every lie is intended to deceive, but there are many modes of 


deception practiced which are not usually termed lies. Men de- 
ceive and impose upon each other in the common transactions of 
trade, who would repel indignantly the charge of being liars. 
Ladies, we are sorry to say, often deceive, in the rounds of social 
intercourse, who are not esteemed untruthful. It often appears 
as if there were an emulation between the sexes in the matter of 
deception. There is, indeed, throughout all the ranks of society 
too much of a disposition to deceive—too much effort to seem just 
what we are not. We find this, from the waning beauty, whose 
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cheeks blush with carmine, to the speculator, who tries to hide his 
fears of impending bankruptcy, under a show of blustery bravado, 
There are ten thousand forms of deception to be seen in Vanity 
Fair. Some are ridiculous, some di-graceful, and some pathetic, 
by reason of the necessity which forces an ingenious spirit to de- 
ceive. All these artifices of fashion and trade are lies, and felt to 
be so by those who practice them. The very fact that they re- 
sort to deception, is a confession of weakness—an admission that 
they dare not face the truth. Weak people are always false, not 
because they lack the hardihood to avow and practice the truth. 
Men choose cunning rather than candor, not because they deem 
it the more admirable or more efficient quality, but because it is 
more adapted to the feebleness of their moral constitutions. 

A very common form of deception is the telling of a literal 
truth, which produces the same effect which a lie would do. Fre- 
quently this requires no small exercise of ingenuity, and it seldom 
pays for the effort. The aim is to deceive, and at the same time 
to relieve the conscience from the burden of a falsehood. But we 
doubt whether the veriest casuist ever succeeded in thinking a lie 
any the less false, because he gave it the garb of truth. We are 
inclined to think that no other kind of lie inflicts as great an inju- 
ry on one’s moral nature. There is in the double effort to deceive 
ones self and another, a sense of meanness which is experienced in 
an equal degree in the perpetration of few other crimes. Lying 
is a cowardly vice—the refuge of mean spirits that have not moral 
courage enough to be bold. We cannot conceive of a truly brave 
man—the pure gentleman—-resorting to falsehood. There is that 
in him so foreign to all that is false, that were he once to attempt 
playing the liar, he would be detected in the vury first act. 

Is it ever right to deceive? That we should not practice decep- 
tion for our own benefit, admits of no question. But may we not 
deceive for the sake of the deceived party, or for some other good 
end? May not the physician beguile his patient with hopes which 
he knows to be false, if he thinks he may thereby prolong his life ? 
May we conceal, by subterfuge and falsehood, one whom we be- 
lieve innocent from the operations of an unjust law? These are 
questions often asked, and to which, we apprehend, there can be 
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but one correct answer. No: we should speak and act the truth, 
always. 'The consequences are with God, and to us can be only 
matters of speculation. Our duty is clear and unequivocal. It 
is wrong and absurd for us to complicate it with results which 
may never take place, and for which, if they do, we are by no 
means responsible. We never can be sure that deception on our 
part would be of advantage to any other person, and if we were, 
it would still be our duty to stand to the right. We should not 
inake our duty as to what 2s, yield to our notions as to what may 
be. If we may, forthe sake of expediency, dispense with one 
article of the decalogue, why may we not with all? If we may 
lie in the cause of benevolence, why may we not stealand murder ? 
if we begin to dispense with statutes whenever it suits our con- 
venience, we will soon. abrogate the whole law, and unseat Jehovah 
from His throne. If this result be bad, so is the beginning bad. 
The difference is in degree only, not in kind. To avoid that an- 
archy, we must stand unflinchingly to the letter and spirit of the 


law. 


OUR POSITION. 


As Medical Journalists, we have many things to cheer and en- 
courage us. Qur enterprise has everywhere met with friends. To 
all, we tender our warmest thanks. To the editorial fraternity 
we are brought under special obligations for the kind notices they 
have given the CoMpaNION. ‘To the medical press, we owe a debt 
of gratitude for the promptness with which they have forwarded 
us their publications. 

In this connection, we desire to-state more explicitly than here- 
tofore, some of the objects we have in view. Underlying every- 
thing, our great aim and desire is, to devote our Journal for the 
good, advancement and elevation, of the whole profession. There 
never was atime of more peril to our cause—there never was a 
time, in the history of medicine, when there was so great reason 


to apprehend subversion of the truth, and the overthrow of those 
11 
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principles upon which rests the honor, integrity and success of 
the profession, as a science. There is not a thinking physician 
who does not deplore the present status of his science. Hence 
it will be our purpose to elevate the moral and scientific standard 
of the profession ; to proclaim the truth, as announced in medical 
law, and to exhort our brethren everywhere, to harmony of sen- 
timent, and unity of action, in its assertion and vindication. 

In attempting to do this, we shall have no private interests to 
subserve. We do not seek to proclaim our virtues upon the 
house-tops, or play the roll of the Pharisece. Neither do we, of 
choice, desire to assume the office of censors, to condemn and an- 
athematize medical heresies or heretics. We are not the partisans 
of any clique, or the apologists of any set of men. We put all 
under the Jaw, as the final test of right and honor. We appeal 
to the law, and to those under the law. With outsiders, we or 
the law have nothing to do. By their action, they must stand or 
fall in professional or public estimation. 

Taking into view the good of the entire profession, we shall 
not limit our vision to our own circumscribed horizon. We do not 
propose to dwarf our cause to one small spot of earth. The in- 
terests of one locality should command the consideration of every 
other. An ulcer upon one portion of the body is felt by every 
other part. We, therefore, shall not advocate the interests and 
claims of one section, and ignore the rest. We shall place our 
finger upon the great pulse of the profession, and to the 
best of our ability, shape our action for the welfare of the entire 
body. We hope, at all times, to have the moral courage to speak 
for the right—to fearlessly and boldly advocate the truth and 
defend the principles to which the profession is pledged. This 
privilege and duty we will neither barter nor sell. We will not 
stifle our convictions of duty or stultify our obligations to the 
profession, by proclaiming the value and power of medical ethics 
at home, and ignore them abroad. We shall not hesitate to de- 
fend our brother, wherever he may be, when assailed by profes- 


sional cormorants and hyenas at home, simply because his home 
happens not to be ours. We will make his cause our cause—his 
fight our fight. 

Moreover, when the law has been appealed to, and has pro- 
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nounced its sentence, we shall not go behind that law to seek a 
pretext to disregard or to violate it. There can be no virtue in 
law, if, at our option, we disobey its mandates with impunity. 

There can be no power in organization, if the organic law upon 
which it is founded, is made to subserve the interests, and sus- 
tain the errors of disorganizers. There can be no union or har- 
mony of feeling, if law is made to yield up its claims at the 
suggestion of avarice, or to the behest of the lawless. With the 
good, the true, the noble, there is no alternative—no choice—be- 
tween right and wrong; between truth and error; no happy 
* middle position,” which can be safely occupied in the mainte- 
nance, or defiance of, law. It must be supported or denounced. 
It must be obeyed or derided. 

As Medical Journalists, it may happen that we shall unwitting- 
ly recognize the claims of disorganizers, or men who have for- 
feited their claims to professional esteem. Should we ever, by 
accident, recognize parties who are not recognized by the proper 
organizations at home, when informed of the fact, the high demands 
of sclf-respect shall bring the corrective. We will neither “ give 
sl-ep to our eyes, nor slumber to our eyelids” until the foul blot 
shall be washed from our conscience. No plea of tender-hearted- 
ness or of personal friendship shall ever seduce us from the path- 
way of right, or the inflexible demands of professional law. 


THE BERKS COUNTY (PA.,) MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The true friends of the profession—those who adhere to its law 
and seek to maintain its dignity and honor—are everywhere as- 
sailed, within and without, by foes to its progress and its princi- 
ples. Outsiders—irregulars, or expelled members from our organ- 
izations, while illustrating the fact of moral and professional 
degeneracy, stand as aliens to the rights and principles of ethical 
law. With such we, or the profession have nothing to do. They, 
by their action, have chosen the evil rather than the good, and 
while all sincere members of the profession must lament such 
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action, they can have no interest in them, save only as their de- 
fections from professional rectitude may rebound to the injury of 
science and the best interests of humanity. But foes within our 
ranks—those claiming recognition and affiliation with the loyal, 
while under the guise of conformity to law, not only violate it, 
but abet those who have been pronounced rebels—should be made 
to feel that principle still exists and law is yet supreme. 

We have indulged in the above reflections in connection with 
the recent remarkable action of the Berks County (Pa.,) Medical 
Society. The action of that Society gives token of much profes- 
sional and moral vitality in their midst. This Society, it seems. 
had, as a member, a certain professed criminal abortionist. It 
was found impracticable to reach his criminal transgressions by 
legal process, and a majority of the Society, fearing they could 
not secure a two-thirds vote to expel, found the most feasible plan 
to be to disband. We learn these facts with sincere regret. We 
regret that any man claiming the exalted position of physician. 
should so degrade his profession as to engage in a practice derog- 
atory alike to professional and Christian character. We have 
been taught to hold sacred the life of even the fetus in utero: 
that no effort should be spared to save it, and no influence weigh 
for its destruction, save imminent peril on the part of the mother. 
We regret, also, that bad men should make it necessary for the 
good to assume the appearance of the aggressive. It is always 
painful for the good man to collide with the errors and tergivisa- 
tions of evil doers, and nothing short of duty, and a moral heroism 
which does not quail before vicious fury, can nerve the arm of 
virtue, or wield the sword of truth for its vindication. 

The dismemberment of this Society seems to have been the only 
possible escape from the difficulties surrounding it. The abortion- 
ist had his friends, professional and otherwise. Here, as every- 
where else, the trail of the serpent was visible. There was a local 
pressure restraining the good, and this pressure was brought to 
bear upon the Society to such an extent that it was feared many 


of its members would refuse to lop.off the excresence from their 
midst. The abortionist had his satellites, ready to defile their 
professional garments at the shrine of mammon, for local inter- 
ests—unmindful of the principles upon which true science is found- 
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ed, and willing to stab the profession by bringing reproach upon 
its integrity and honor. Of all creatures, we most commiserate 
the human parasite—aimless and senseless, clinging to thearm of 
vice—lifted into disreputable notice alone by unholy association. 
‘hat men, who set at defiance all laws, haman and divine, could 
find advocates and defenders, is marvelous; and can alone be 
understood upon the assumption that humanity is totally, unmis- 
takably depraved. 

As a part of the medical history of the day, we give below the 
preamble and resolutions of the society referred to : 


“Dr. Joseph Coblentz moved that the regular order of business 
he suspended, in order that he might introduce a series of pream- 
bles and resolutions; which being granted, he requested the Sec- 
retary to read the following :— 

““* Whereas, The objects of this Society, as defined by its 
Constitution, are to cultivate the science of medicine and all its 
collateral branches ; to elevate and sustain medical character ; to 
encourage a system of medical etiquette, and to promote mutual 
improvement, social intercourse and good feeling among the mem- 
bers of the medical profession ; and 

““¢ Whereas, At its stated meeting, held in this city on the 
16th day of August last. this Society, in response to an effort 
made to preserve its integrity and to maintain the honor and dig- 
nity of the profession, did so demean itself, as not only utterly to 
destroy its usefulness, but also to bring odium and contempt upon 
the organization itself, as well as disgrace upon the profession in 
zeneral ; and 

“* Whereas, As a legitimate consequence of such action, in 
direct violation of Sect 9th, Article 5th, of the Constitution of 
ihe Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania, we must neces- 
sarily be deprived of all connection with that Society, and our 
delegates be excluded from its annual sessions ; therefore 

‘““* Resolved, That whilst we deplore the necessity that is laid 
upon us, self-respect, as well as a due regard for the opinion of 
our professional brethren demands, that we should disband the 
ame, as the only practicable method by which we can be relieved 
from the unfortunate dilemma in which we have been placed by 
the disreputable conduct of a portion of our fellow-members, give 
conclusive evidence of our loyalty to the profession, and be resto- 
red to fellowship in the State Society and the American Medical 
Association.’ ”” 


Thus it will be seen that the only means which the good men 
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of the above Society could adopt, of ridding themselves of a dis- 
grace and reproach, was to disband! Why disband? Ist. “ To 
preserve its integrity, and to maintain the honor and dignity of 
the profession; ‘that odium and contempt” should not be 
brought upon “the organization itself’? ‘‘as well as disgrace 
upon the profession in general.” 

2d. That the Society might not ‘necessarily be deprived of 
all connection’ with ‘the Medical Society of the State, and 
its delegates be excluded froin its annual session.” 

3d. To “ give conclusive evidence of their loyalty to the pro- 
fession, and to be restored to fellowship in the State Society and 
the American Medical Association.” 

4th. As the only alternative left them, to cut off the moral 
and professional putresence from their membership. 

To say ‘swell done, good and faithful servants,’ is but the 
involuntary plaudit for so noble and righteous an action. 

What will the abortiomst do? Will he gather his partisans 
and reorganize the Berks County Medical Society? Will he 
claim the right to adopt the code of ethics of the American Med- 
ical Association, and scund aloud his professional rectitude upon 
the land and sea—while sub rosa, he will still pursue his nefarions 
calling? Will he claim to be a “bright particular star” in the 
profession] firmament, whose radiance, if lost, will bring “ blight 
and mildew” to science? Will he and his followers demand 
admittance to associational rights and privileges—and claim ree- 
ognition and affiliation at their hands? We shall see. Satan, it is 
said, clothes himself in garments of purity and light—yea, it is 
even affirned that he came “among the sons of God to present hiim- 
self before the Lord.’ Satan is not yet dead—nor his followers 


and imitators. 


AN INTERESTING LETTER. 

Ve call attention to the following letter, taken from the “ Jour- 
nal of the Gynwxcological Society of Boston.”” We have before 
endorsed the course of Drs. Storer and Sullivan. We go fur- 
ther. We believe the profession endorse their action, and com- 
mend the Gynxcological Society for its prompt assumption of all 
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the responsibility of their action. We beg the profession every- 
where to keep constantly before them this fact —we would impress 
it upon them—that individuals must be sustained, at home and 
abroad, by the profession, when they place themselves upon the 
principles of the law in opposition to disorganizers and violators 
of ethical rule. Errors so grave cannot be apologized for, or ig- 
nored, without giving ‘‘aid and comfort’ to the enemy, and by 
rebound, casting reproach and contempt upon those who seek to 
uphold and dignify the law. If the profession is not for them, it 
is against them. There can be no neutral ground upon which 
the good and bad muy stand. The paths of wrong and right 
never come together. ‘To encourage violations of ethical princi- 
ples is not only des'ructive to those principles, and to medical 
organization, but it is @iminal. Criminal, because evil-doers are 
furnished a plea for the justification of their deeds ; wrong, given 
a weapon to assassinate the right, and the cause of science di- 
verted from its holy mission of ministering to the afflictions of 
suffering hunanity. Establish the principle that violators must 
feel the weight of the penalties of violated law; then, of neces- 
sity, another principle must follow to make the punishment an 
adequate remedy—‘o-wit: that the advocates and supporters of 
disorganizers and violators of law, must either refuse to recognize 
them professionally, or forfeit all claims to the benefits and priv- 
ileges of the profession. 

“T have seen, through the ‘Journal,’ that you and Dr. Sullivan 
have been censured by the Counciilors of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society for entering a protest against the admission of the 
delegates of that Society to seats at the last meeting of the 
American Medical Association. Iam puined to see that, while 
the Councillors have acquitted you and Dr. Sullivan, upon ethical 
grounds, in justification of your action, they yet go behind that 
action to rebuke yoar motives. [ am rejoiced, however, to know 
that your action, morally and professionally, has been sustained 
both by the Massachusetts Medical Society and by the Gyneco- 
logical Society, as well as by the action of the American Medical} 
Association. 

“Tt is very clear that no one can, with any show of justice, 
assail the motives of another, when the act objected to is declired 
to be based and founded upon the principles of right, and to have 
received the endorsement of the highest tribunals. Only when 
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the act is wrong, can the motives inducing the act be liable ‘to be 
suspected to be also wrong. With the profession at large, the 
motives, whatever they may be, influencing the members of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society or those of the Gynzecological 
Society, have nothing to do. Professional men at a distance, 
untrammelled, must consider and arrive at conclusions from facts. 

‘** The facts show who maintain and support principle or ethics, 
and who depart from either or both. And each indivicual mem- 
ber of the profession, in vindication of his private as well as pro- 
fessional character, must support the truth. The question with 
the profession is this: Did Drs. Storer and Sullivan do their 
uty as true representatives of a common profession and as mem- 
bers of local societies, in offering their protest against the recog- 
nition of the delegates of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
upon the ground of irregularities in that Society, as entitled to 
seats in the American Medical Association? ‘To this only one 
reply is made. Both the Massachusetts Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association respond that they did. ere that 
question must and will, forever rest. 

‘The next question is, Did the Gynecological Society do 
right in instructing Drs. Storer and Sullivan to offer the above- 
mentioned protest to the American Medical Association? We 
answer: The various rulings and decisions of the American Med- 
ical Association will and do sustain them. And they will not 
only be sustained by the Association, its constitution and code of 
ethics, but by the principles governing gentlemen of honor, in 
assuming all the responsibility of the protest offered by Drs. 
Storer and Sullivan, and declaring that the attempt to censure 
these gentlemen is an insult to themselves, which should demand 
a trial by the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

*T assert that the ‘conditions imposed’ by the American 
Medical Association upon the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
with reference to future representation, were not ‘ill-considered 
and unwarranted,’ but were, on the contrary, well-timed and well- 
merited. The ‘condition’ imposed was to ‘purge out irregular 
practitioners’ from its body. These conditions were so just, and 
the cause for action so flagrant and notorious, that even the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, by resolution, did purge itself of 
its irregular members, therel y admitting the justness of the 
charge. No ‘formal representation’ to the American Medical 
Association, ‘with a view of procuring a reconsideration of its 
action,’ will weigh one iota with the Association, until the Mas- 
sachusetts Medical Society shall acknowledge its fault, and 
promise strict adhesion to ethical law in the future. ‘A party 
under sentence of non-representation,’ or of excommunication 
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from that Association, can only be restored to fellowship and 
recognition by repentance, acknowledgment, and reconciliation 
of ethical violation. The future holds in reservation no good to 
those who would defy the Association, and at the same time seek 
to maintain connection with it. 

‘All honorable men of the profession, wherever they may live, 
must adhere to the letter of the ethics; and all who do must be 
sustained, or what little honor is left in the profession will be 
lost.” 





THE GEORGIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the Georgia Medical Association wi'l 
he held on the 12th of April next, at Americus, Ga. Our friends 
of Americus assure us the profession will be welcomed to their 
city with open arms, which no one will doubt, when it is remem- 
bered that it is the home of Drs. Cooper, Greene, Hinkle, Haw- 
kins, Hudson and others—well known for their talents and 


Christian characters. 

It would seem a useless waste of time to urge upon the profes- 
sion the great importance of attending the annual sessions of its 
State Association. ‘There never has been a time when the pro- 
fession could safely neglect the assembling of its members to 
consult upon and adopt measures for the advancement of science, 
and for elevating the standard of professional morality. Now, 
more than ever, under the demoralization of the times—when 
avarice pervades all ranks of society-—the union of good men, 
true to principle, and jealous of the old “ landmarks,” should 
strive to rescue the profession from pollution and from its fearful 
sweep to chaos and ruin. We therefore entreat—we implore— 
the members of the Association and all others who may desire to 
become such, and are eligible, to think of these things—to weigh 
the value of the vast interests at stake, and to attend the next 
meeting of the Association. 

In this connection we beg leave to return our thanks to the 
corresponding Secretary of the Association for his kindness in 
forwarding us the transactions of the last two annual meetings 


of that body. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The twenty-second annual session of the Association will be 
held in San Francisco, California, May 20, 1871, at 11 A. M. 
Some of the distinguished men of the profcssion, of the different 
States, have been appointed on various Committees, and are ex- 
pected to report. Amoog this number, we notice the names of 
Dr. Juriah Harriss, of Savannah, Ga., and Dr. R. F. Michel, of 
Montgomery, Ala. We trust that every State will be largely 
represeated in this Congress—the great central brotherhood—ot 
the profession. 

We have received from Dr. Win. B. Atkinson, the permanent 
Secretary, a notice of this meting, embracing a list of the names 
of the various committees. We tender him our thanks. Dr. 
Atkinson, as permanent Secretary, has shown an earnestness ani 
zeal in his work, as creditable to him, as it has been beneficial to 
the profession. Long may he live to occupy the position. 


OUR EXCHANGES. 

The American Practitioner : A Monthly Journal of Medicine 
and Surgery: Edited by David W. Yandell, M. D., Professor of 
Clinical Surgery, in the University of Louisville, and Theophilus 
Parvin, M. D., Professor of the Medical and Surgical Diseases of 
Women, in the University of Louisville. This Journal is one of 
the best published. Its columns are weighted with valuable 
medical articles. To say that it is ably edited, it is only neces- 
sury to refer to the distinguished names of Yandell and Parvin. 
The typograpnical execution of the Practitioner is par excellence 
—a model of beauty and neatness. Published by John P. Mor- 
ton & Co., Louisville, Ky. Terms, $3.00 per annum. 

We have received many journals, books and pamphlets, which, 
for want of space, we have been forced, reluctantly, to omit to 
notice in this number. We beg to state that we shall not fail to 
notice, at as eariy a date as possible, the various journals, books, 
Xe., sent us. We are under lasting obligations to our friends for 
the kindness shown us, and shall pay the debt, with interest, we 
hope, very soon. Whenever we fail ir those courtesies due our 
professional brethren, they may know that want of space, and 
no lack of appreciation of their kindness, is the reason. 
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In the line of— 


Paints, Oils and Varnishes, 


the supply is unusually large for this market, and with a full line of 
Lubricating and [luminating Oils, 


buyers cannot fail to be pleased. Of 


Toilet Articles, Perfumery, Tooth Brushes, Hair Brushes, 
Combs, &c., &e. 


I have a choice lot and well-selected. 
Among my brushes may be found Kalsomine, Paint, Varnish, Sash Tools, 
Horse Brushes, Shoe Brushes, Whitewash Brushes—in short every kind and 


quality. 
1 have also recently received a full assortment of the most approved 


TRUSSES, 
BRACES, 
SUPPORTERS, 


BANDAGES, 


and am enabled to supply any demand, at prices which cannot fail to suit. 
I have just received large invoices of the most extensive lot of Single and 


Double Thick 


Window-Glass, 


ever brought to this market. 
(as~ All orders, personally or by letter, promptly and faithfully filled, on 
short notice. A Call is solicited from Physicians and Merchants visiting the 


city. 
jan.-ly. 19 WHITEHALL ST., ATLANTA, GA. 
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i Nee House is supplied with all the approved Printing Materials and Ma-. : 
chinery, fresh and large stocks of Paper, Cards, Card Boards, Fancy and 
Standard Inks, and is prepared to execute all kinds of . ie 


PLAIN AND FANCY 


BOOK, NEWSPAPER AND JOB 
PRINTING! ay 


In the best manner, and:at prices much below those of former days. 


Cards, Bill Heads, Letter Heade, Circa. 
lars, Prices Current, Receipts, : 
Cheeks, Netes, Ete. 


Envelopes at $3.50 to ‘$4 Show Bills and Posters, Books, Pamphlets, Briefs, 
per 1,000, and Envel- Hand Bills, Pro- Catalogues, Records, 
opes furnished. grammes, etc. Blanks, etc., ete; 












































Visiting Cards, Wedding Cards, together with every grade of Railroad Print- 
ing. Books Bound in any style required. Blank Books Manufactured to order. 
Parties needing work in the lines of this House will find it to their interest 
send in their orders, J. J. TOON, Proprietor, ~ 

Nos. 4 and 6 Broad Street, Atlanta, Ga. - 




























THE CHRISTIAN INDEX, 
A WEEKLY RELIGIOUS AND FAMILY NEWSPAPER. - 


. < 
-J. J. Toox, Publicher, 4 and 6 Broad Street, Atlanta, Georgia, Terms—§8 00 












per‘annum in advance. ‘ 
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"YUSY’ RESBIVED AND BOUGHT FOR GASH, 
IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS, BY 


GEORGE SHARP, Jr., 


THE LIVE JEWELER! 
WHITEHALL STREET, 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
i 


ee PRs tasteer te, e* BaP tag? Oa) O SeaPRastens tastes, 2G nF Rae *Re Pee tar * tal Rae" War eater teftashs 


| WATCHES, DIAMONDS, - 


SOLID SILVER, 

PLATED WARE, : 
GOLD CHAINS, (Opera, Leontine & Vest) | 

HUNDREDS OF LOCKETS, | 
CHARMS, TOILET SETS, 

Bridal Presents, Pitchers, Goblets, Cups, Boquet Holders, 
French Clocks, Fancy Goods, ete., ete., ete. | 
And the largest Stock of Genuine Witby ] 
Jet ever brought to this Market. 


DO NOT FAIL TO BUY YOUR PRESENTS AT 


GEORGE SHARP'S LIVE JEWELRY STORE! 


N. B.rrie vacenes” and Jewelry carefully repo. All| 


Work gnarenteed, and charges moderate. =) 


GEORGE SHARP, Jr. 
jan.-tf. 


























